what is
female genital
mutilation?
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), Sunna or Nyakaa
is a cultural and social practice in which female
genitalia are completely or partially removed.

where is it practised?
Egypt

Mauritania
Senegal
Gambia
Guinea-Bissau
Guinea
Sierra Leone

Niger

Mali

Eritrea

Chad

Yemen

Oman

Sudan
Djibouti
Nigeria

Liberia
Benin
Ivory Coast
Togo
Ghana

Cameroon

Ethiopia

Central African
Republic

Somalia
Kenya

Burkina Faso
Tanzania

FGM type I and II
FGM type III

why is it practised?
it is believed that...

but...

It's a religious obligation

The Quran makes no reference to female genital
mutilation. The Prophet says: "Take care of your
daughters and don't hurt them".

It's cleaner

Genital cutting may cause urinary and gynecological
infections, tetanus, hepatitis, AIDS, severe anemia
and death.
Genital cutting causes pain, fear and suffering.

These are customs and traditions

Traditions can change when they endanger peoples
human rights.

A clitoris can grow to be like a penis

A womans clitoris does not grow.

It protects virginity

Girls do not need to be mutilated in order to protect
their virginity.

You can have more children

w hat does the law
say i n spain?
Female genital mutilation is a crime
(Article 143.2 of the Penal Code):
· Parents may be imprisoned from 6 to 12 years.
· Parents may lose custody of their daughters.
· Girls may be sent to a childrens home from
4 to 6 years.
· People who practise FGM or collaborate in
the practice or allow it may be imprisoned.
...even when it is practised out of Spain (LOPJ/05)

Genital cutting may prevent a woman from having more
children, and may cause problems during childbirth as
well as the baby and mothers death.

don't genitally
mutilated your
daughters, because
· Its very painful.
· They may suffer severe bleeding.
· They may suffer infections and might be unable
to have anymore children.
· They may suffer from problems arising during childbirth
and both the mother and baby may die as a result.
· AIDS, hepatitis and tetanus may be transmitted.
· Female circumcision is not a religious obligation.
· In Spanish law, FGM is considered a crime, even when
it is practised in another country.
Remember the Prophets words: Take care of your
daughters and dont hurt them.

