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Prerequisites
This course does not require previous knowledge of other subjects, however, it is convenient to successfully
complete it in order to follow many of the subjects that you will find throughout your degree, especially for those
that belong to the social area. Together with Social Influence and Groups, offered during your second year, it
forms a basis to follow the rest of the subjects of the Psychology curriculum at UAB, which has an important
social component. It also serves as the basis to study the subjects of third year's subjects Psychology of
Organizations and Social Psychology of the Contemporary World. The set of these four compulsory subjects is
the basis that prepares you directly to study the Mentions in Analysis and Psychosocial Intervention and
Psychology of Work and Organizations, but also allows you to obtain knowledge about the social dimension of
individuals you will need in all mentions of psychology.

Objectives and Contextualisation
This course offers an approach to the social, relational, cultural and historical nature of psychological
processes, it introduces the relevance of social processes in understanding and explaining the behavior of
people and provides the necessary concepts to allow a psychosocial approach to the analysis of everyday life.
Specifically, its goals are:
- To approach the discipline known as Social Psychology
- To understand that psychological phenomena are not private phenomena emerging from within people, but,
on the contrary, that they are phenomena that take place in the relationship between people.
- To acquire a critical sensitivity towards psychological studies, theories and methods.
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Content
0) What is Social Psychology? Basic concepts. Main currents
1) Attitudes and behavior. Definition. Measurement. Attitude-behavior relationship. Functions of attitudes.
Attitude formation. Change of attitudes. Theory of persuasive communication. Theory of cognitive dissonance.
2) Communication and Language. Society of communication. Definitions and communication problems. Verbal
and non-verbal communication. Realistic, representationist and constructionist conceptions of language.
Language and discourse as constructors of realities. Speech and social practices.
3) Perception. New look in Perception. Incidence of cultural and social factors in perception. Incidence of
categorization processes. Formation of impressions
4) Emotions. Theories and models in the study of emotions. The social construction of emotions. Historicity,
cultural relativism and emotional scenarios. Emotions and social control.
5) Aggression. Explanatory theories: ethology, fustration-agression theory, reinforcement learning, vicarious
learning, social norms, a sociohistorical vision in the definition and study of aggression.
6) Pro-social behavior. Explanatory theories: sociobiology, social exchange, norms, vicarious learning. Factors
that mediate pro-social behavior.
7) Interpersonal attraction. Explanatory theories: social exchange and reinforcement, norms and sociohistorical
aspects. Social factors that mediate interpersonal attraction. Gender relations in a patriarchal world.
8) Identity: Social identity and personal identity. Goffman and impression management. Identity in Symbolic
Interactionism. Status. Roles. Social categorization. Effects of the construction of identities: prejudice and
discrimination. Gendered identities. Sociohistoric aspects of identity.
9) Memory. Background: Frederic C. Bartlett and Maurice Halbwachs. Memory as a social construction:
present time, discourse and multiple versions. The "material world" and commemorations.
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