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INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOCTORAL THESIS SUBMISSION TO THE ANIMAL
HEALTH AND MEDICINE PROGRAMME

This document summarises the protocol for doctoral thesis submission for examination
and approval by the Academic Commission for Doctoral Studies of the Departments of
Animal Medicine and Surgery, and Animal Health and Anatomy. We identify three
different submission formats namely, i) standard thesis, ii) compendium of publications,
and iii) mixed.

A) STANDARD FORMAT

Submissions of this format must contain the following 14 points:

a.l. Title page to include title, name of supervisors, name of academic tutor, name
of author, Doctoral programme, Department, School, and University.

a.2. A compliance page containing a report regarding the suitability of the thesis for
submission. This report should be written and approved by the supervisors.

a.3. A contents page outlining the sections of the manuscript

a.4. A list of abbreviations and / or acronyms used in the thesis.

a.5. A summary (abstract) in Catalan or Spanish, and in English, introducing the
study subject, the main hypotheses, objectives, and chapters. This abstract
should include the main results and conclusions of the thesis.

a.6. A preface containing background information about the subject of study. In this
chapter the student should outline the relevance of his/her research concerning
knowledge gaps existing to date. In addition, this section will describe the
chapter organization.

a.7. A background section introducing the subject of study, why it is timely and
appropriate. This section should be supported by quotes listed in the
bibliography section (a.14).

a.8. Hypothesis section containing a statement of expectation or prediction that will
be tested through research. This section is not necessary in case or descriptive
thesis (e.g., descriptive anatomy).

a.9. Objectives linked to the working hypothesis. A differentiation between general
and specific objectives is welcome.

a.10. Materials and Methods section describing the study sites, samples,
experiments, techniques, and statistical procedures used in the research.

a.11. Results section containing the results obtained by the experiments and
analytical procedures including displays (e.g., tables, figures, plates) for
support.

a.12. Discussion section critically analysing the meaning, importance, and
relevance of the results. It should focus on explaining and evaluating what you
found, showing how it relates to your literature review and research questions. It
should present an argument in support of your overall conclusion.
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a.13. Conclusions clearly stating the answers of the main scientific questions. The
conclusion should be concise and engaging, aiming to leave the reader with a
clear understanding of the main discoveries. Please avoid repeating your
results in the conclusion section.

a.1l4. Bibliography containing the list of the references used in the previous
sections. Any scientific citation style is allowed.

B) COMPENDIUM OF PUBLICATIONS

This format of submission must satisfy the conditions from point 1 to 9 of the standard
format in addition to the following points:

b.10. General discussion section critically analysing the meaning, importance, and
relevance of the results. Since this format allows published articles and
manuscripts ready to be considered for publication, this section should naturally
be shorter than for the standard submission.

b.11. Conclusions clearly stating the answers of the main scientific questions. The
conclusion should be concise and engaging, aiming to leave the reader with a
clear understanding of the main discoveries. Please avoid repeating your
results in the conclusion section.

b.12. Bibliography containing the list of the references used in the previous
sections. Any scientific citation style is allowed. References used in published
articles or in manuscripts for publication should be excluded from this section
and included alongside the published works or chapters.

Other requirements to be considered for this format:

- A minimum of two scientific articles already published or accepted for publication.
Meta-analyses and systematic reviews are also accepted. These articles must
be linked to the research plan approved by the Academic Commission of
Doctoral studies of the Animal Health and Medicine Programme.

- Published articles must have been accepted for publication after Ph.D. research
plan approval by the Animal Health and Medicine Programme.

- In the case of presenting final proofs instead of final printed versions of the
accepted articles, the Animal Health and Medicine committee will require the
evidence of the letter of acceptance from the editor.

- The candidate must be listed first, second or senior author of these articles.

- At least one of the articles must be accepted in an indexed journal within Q1 of
their respective category (e.g., Multidisciplinary Sciences). These quartiles are
defined by the Institute for Scientific Information (ISI) in the year of publication
or in the last available year according to the Journal Citation Reports.

- The maximum time period between the date of the PhD admission and the
publication of the articles submitted as part of the compendium is six years.
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- Articles included in the thesis cannot be used for other theses.

- The published articles should include the UAB affiliation either through the
supervisors or through the candidate. This UAB affiliation can also appear in the
acknowledgments section or in a footnote namely: «This work has been carried
out within the framework of the Animal Health and Medicine and Health
Programme of the Autonomous University of Barcelona».

Additionally, the candidate is required to send a report to the Academic Commission of
Doctoral studies containing:

) Name and affiliation of all co-authors.
1)} Journal details, i.e., ISSN, IF, quartile and categories of the JRC including
the journal.

1)} A declaration letter written by the co-authors indicating that the article will
not be used in other theses submissions.

V) A letter of support written by the supervisors indicating the suitability of
presenting the research thesis as a compendium of publications.

C) MIXED FORMAT

This submission must contain the following points:

c.1. Title page including the title, name of supervisors, academic tutor, author,
Doctoral programme, Department, School, and University.

c.2. A declaration page containing a report to confirm the suitability of the thesis for
submission. This report should be written and approved by the supervisors.

c.3. A contents page outlining the sections of the manuscript

c.4. A list of abbreviations and / or acronyms used in the thesis manuscript.

c.5. A summary (abstract) in Catalan or Spanish, and in English, introducing the
study subject, the main hypotheses, objectives, and chapters. This abstract
should include the main results and conclusions of the thesis.

c.6. A preface containing background information about the subject of study. In this
chapter the student should outline the relevance of his/her research concerning
knowledge gaps existing to date. In addition, this section will describe the
chapter organization.

c.7. A background section introducing the subject of study, why it is timely and
appropriate. This section should be supported by quotes listed in the
bibliography section (a.14).

c.8. Hypothesis section containing a statement of expectation or prediction that will
be tested through research. This section is not necessary for descriptive thesis
(e.g., descriptive anatomy).

c.9. Objectives linked to the working hypothesis. A differentiation between general
and specific objectives is welcome.
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c.10. Chapters section. This section will contain published articles, accepted
articles, or manuscripts to be submitted for publication to a scientific journal. We
recommend including the name of the journal in the title page.

c.11. General discussion section critically analysing the meaning, importance, and
relevance of the results Since this format allows published articles and
manuscripts ready to be considered for publication, this section should naturally
be shorter than for the standard submission.

c.12. Conclusions clearly stating the answers of the main scientific questions. The
conclusion should be concise and engaging, aiming to leave the reader with a
clear understanding of the main discoveries. Please avoid repeating your
results in the conclusion section.

c.13. Bibliography containing the list of the references used in the previous
sections. Any scientific citation style is allowed. References used in published
articles or in manuscripts for publication should be excluded from this section
and included alongside the published works or chapters.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Publication of articles with equal author contribution is becoming more common.
According to the Animal Health and Medicine Programme, these articles will only be
used in a single thesis and thus cannot be used in theses presented by more than one
candidate.
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