Module:
Management of Animal Facilities.  Breeding and Animal Care Programs.  
This module provides the knowledge and skills required for the effective management of animal facilities for experimental animals by designated veterinarians and other onsite personnel responsible for the welfare and care of laboratory animals.
The content of this module also complies with the training requirements set out in European Directive EU63/2010, developed by the Expert Working Group, supported by European Commission, in respect of the following modules: 3.1) Basic and appropriate biology (theory); 4) Animal care, health and management. 11) Design of procedures and projects (level 2) (iv) responsibilities ,23) Advanced animal husbandry, care and enrichment practices; 24) Designated veterinarian, (iii) Animal health, care and management.
Syllabus:
Topic 1. Strategic planning, impact of institutional policy and guidelines internal relations, relations with other animal centres and with society.
Topic 2. Animal facility design, construction and equipment: basic concepts; conforming to legislation and "good practices"; specialized functions of animals, projects, personnel and equipment.
Topic 3. Management of materials in animal facilities: hygiene and disinfection 
Topic 4. Rodent facility: Equipment; management programmes, acclimatisation; environmental enrichment; security (access); automatic processes; analysis of specific needs and resolution of problems; equipment currently available; maintenance of 
Topic 5. Rodent specialised facilities.
5.1 Digital cages. 
5.2 Gnotobiotic models
Topic 6. Hamster and Guinea pig facility: Equipment; management programmes; environmental enrichment; analysis of specific needs and resolution of problems (feeding, bedding, waste disposal); equipment currently available; daily routines; animal identification.
Topic 7. Facility for rabbits: Equipment; management programmes; environmental enrichment; analysis of specific needs and resolution of problems (feeding, bedding, waste disposal); equipment currently available; daily routines; animal identification.
Topic 8. Non-Human Primates facility: Equipment; management programmes; environmental enrichment; analysis of specific needs and resolution of problems (feeding, bedding, waste disposal); equipment currently available; daily routines; animal identification.
Topic 9. Carnivore facility: Equipment; management programmes; environmental enrichment; analysis of specific needs and resolution of problems (feeding, bedding, waste disposal); equipment currently available; daily routines; animal identification.
Topic 10.  Facility for swine: Equipment; management programmes; environmental enrichment; analysis of specific needs and resolution of problems (feeding, bedding, waste disposal); equipment currently available; daily routines; animal identification.
Topic 11. Ruminant facility: Equipment; management programmes; environmental enrichment; analysis of specific needs and resolution of problems (feeding, bedding, waste disposal); equipment currently available; daily routines; animal identification.
Topic 12. Facility for avian species: Equipment; management programmes; environmental enrichment; analysis of specific needs and resolution of problems (feeding, bedding, waste disposal); equipment currently available; daily routines; animal identification.
Topic 13. Facility for aquatic species: Equipment; management programmes; breeding programmes; environmental enrichment; analysis of specific needs and resolution of problems (feeding, water quality); equipment currently available; daily routines; animal identification. 
Topic 14. Health and Safety in animal facilities; legislation; health and safety procedures; evaluation and prevention of risks; protection of personnel; hygiene of the facility, control and disposal of waste. 
Topic 15. Disaster planning
Topic 16. Human Resources. 
16.1 Management of personnel. Categories of personnel and career programs; recruitment of personnel; incentives and evaluation of personnel. 
16.2 Education and training in a research institution. Maintenance of personnel E&T portfolio.
Topic 17. Lean management: budgeting; purchasing policy; animal costing; obtaining animals- breeding or obtaining animals externally; effective financial management.
Topic 18. Breeding and animal stock management. Software available. Daily routines.
Topic 19. Handling, storing, traceability of data and samples.
Topic 20. Quality in animal care and use programmes.
Topic 21. Animal Transport. European Legislation.
PRACTICALS
Practical 1. Practical operations in IVCs
Practical 2. Digital cases. Data collection and analysis
Practical 3. Practical with equipment for individual protection
Practical 4. Visit to Animal Facility

Duration of course: 12 ECTS (80 attendance hours) 

Course dates: 19 September -19 December, 2025
Attendance dates at UAB: one and a half weeks to be determined. 
