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“ Once again, the 2016-17 term has come to a close with an increase in programmes and activities, 
but also in the impact of the FAS. The number of users assisted in the PIUNE has increased, especially 
the number of students with learning disorders, and this suggests an important trend on which we ought to 
work in the future. Moreover, on the other hand, new volunteer programmes have been created, such as 
the one that connects students and researchers from the UAB with secondary schools in Badia to improve 
English learning (which we have christened Let’s go!) or the one intended to fostering mentoring between 
UAB students and Sabadell youths at risk of dropping out of school.

Moreover, the FAS has deployed and consolidated actions in fields we have been adding to our field of 
action over the last few years, such as Hosting refugees, education for development, workplace insertion 
of people at risk of exclusion or learning and services.

It is precisely this growth in the impact and diversity of programmes and intervention methodologies over the 
last few years that made us realise the importance of reflecting on how we would like to face the coming years.

This is what led us to begin the thought process that has allowed us to define a strategic plan for the 
coming years. This has undoubtedly been the most significant qualitative element in this term. As we have 
seen, this is an extremely useful tool when it comes to reflecting on the future of this entity with the series 
of linked people and institutions which, with regard to the FAS, are many: from the Board of Trustees to the 
PAS and PDI of the university, not to mention entities, educational centres, justice centres and administra-
tions, as well as the students, technical staff and volunteers of the entity. We would like to extend our most 
heartfelt thanks to all of them for their collaboration in the plan that will allow us to position the FAS as a 
university social entity of reference over the course of the coming years. ”

Jordi Prat,
director.

Carlos Sánchez, president  
and vice-chancellor for Institutional Relations and Culture.
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31
Scholarship 

students 8
Board of 
trustees 

594
Volunteers 

4
Trainee  

students 

4
European  
Voluntary  
Service

The people behind the FAS

Carlos Sánchez (Vice Chancellor for Institutional Relations and Culture), President.
M. Rosa Català (Legal and Human Resources Director of the UAB Foundation), Secretary of the Board of Trustees.
Montserrat Balagueró (Assistant Director, UAB Foundation), Member.
Joan Botella (Dean of the School of Political Sciences and Sociology), Member.
Xavier Such (Professor at the School of Veterinary Medicine), Member.
Daniel Furlan (Executive Secretary of the Social Council), Member.
Sònia Hernández ((Executive Secretary of the Social Council), Member.
Elvira Vila (Cerdanyola del Vallès City Council representative), Member.

1. About Us

Board of Trustees
(July 2017)

The Solidarity Autonomous Foundationis a non-profit organisation created in 1999 that cooperates in the applica-
tion of the Autonomous University of Barcelona’s (UAB) social, solidarity and cooperation policies for development 
and equal opportunities. Our mission is to contribute to building an altruistic university committed to social reali-
ties through the promotion of voluntary participation in the university community as an instrument for the integra-
tion of groups at risk of exclusion. Structurally speaking, the FAS is part of the UAB Foundation, an institution that 
groups together and manages the University’s.

This year’s team, led by Jordi Prat, has 18 members:

Laia Encinar, Elsa Espinosa, Olga Herrero, Eva María León, Carla Marimon, Sara Martínez,  
Andy Morodo, Marta Neila, Judit Oliver, Estel Peix, Laura Riba, Elisabet Rodríguez,  

Mireia Ruiz, Daniel Tejedor, Susanna Trenchs, Anna Vera, Rita Villà, Montserrat Zahonero.

Technical team  
(2016-2017)     

18
Technical 

staff
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Our values are civic commitment, responsibility, equa-
lity for all persons and the defence of their rights, acti-
on in the face of situations of injustice and social ine-
quality and efficient work that is of the highest quality, 
transparency and fairness. We aim to build a university 
that offers students a comprehensive education, ensu-
ring they are educated not only as professionals, but 
also as citizens. We design and carry out university 
social action projects, awareness raising activities and 
activities intended to foster critical thinking with the ul-

timate goal of creating a social impact geared towards 
fostering social justice, the improvement of the en-
vironment and of people’s quality of life. We work for 
groups at risk of exclusion, disabled persons, inmates 
of prisons and juvenile reform centres and persons re-
ceiving care in social and medical centres and hospi-
tals.

What We Do and How

Network

Workspaces  

Cooperation  
and Education 

for Development 

Care for the 
disabled and 

people with spe-
cial education 

needs 

Volunteer  
work

Social  
programmes

Universities UAB  
teaching 

and research 
staff

Third sector 
organisationsUAB  

services 
and units 

Local go-
vernment 
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The Solidarity Autonomous Foundationhas been work-
ing flat out on a strategic plan to define the new param-
eters and goals through which this entity will function 
throughout the 2016-2017 term . 

The project began in November 2016 and it was carried 
out over five phases that lasted until June 2017, when 
the Board of trustees finally approved the 2017-2021 
Strategic plan for the Autònoma Charity Foundation.

This new strategic plan responds to the need to adapt to 
the internal changes this entity has undergone over the 
last few years. Specifically, changes such as the devel-
opment of new projects and programmes (such as the 
programmes for Education for Development, UAB 
Impuls or Let’s Go), innovation in methodology (such 
as APS or social mentoring) and strategies for their 
development, which has led to a significant increase in 
the impact of the actions carried out by the foundation.

The purpose of the Strategic Plan is to situate the FAS 
as a university social entity of reference. Thus, our 
new lines of action include an increase in the social 
impact of our actions and tightening bonds with the 
University. That is why the entity’s identity has likewise 
been changed strategically in order to adapt its mis-
sion and vision to the requirements of this new model. 

The drafting and design of the Strategic plan benefitted 
from the collaboration of various internal UAB agents 
as well as external actors. On the one hand, it is worth 
pointing out the active participation of Tandem Social, 
a work co-op that makes high-impact national and in-
ternational social projects a reality, and, on the other, 
that of over 50 agents associated to the FAS and the 
UAB (students, PAS and PDI) and representatives 
from other entities and from the Public Administration.

Jordi Gusi,  
founding partner of Tandem Social.

“ It was a very welcome feeling. One would  
expect a university entity to be some kind of cold 
instrument that manages programmes; instead,  

I was met with a committed entity with a team  
of actively involved teachers and volunteers.  
I was surprised by the entity’s NGO mindset,  

as it is quite capable of mobilising people  
and building a grassroots base.”

Defining priorities
In order to reach the targets set for the coming four 
years, the FAS has established a number of priorities 
that will guide the path followed by the Foundation. On 
the one hand, the foremost priority of the entity is to 
align itself with the mission of the UAB, that is to 
say, to become a useful element for the strategy of the 
University. Another top priority is to increase the soci-
al impact of projects promoted by the FAS. 

On the other hand, the FAS also grants priority to de-
epening its roots at the local level. The role of the 
entity concerning local territory must be to facilitate the 
execution of projects by the UAB community in order to 
transform needs and raise awareness among citizens. 

And, finally, another priority is the consolidation of the 
people management models; in other words, in order 
to become a pacesetter, the FAS must be equipped 
with a consolidated team and promote the growth of 
people, its main asset, as the centre of its activity.

The 2017-2021 Strategic plan for the Solidarity Au-
tonomous Foundationwill come into force during the 
2017-2018 term, and it is hoped that it will promote 
change in the entity over the coming years. It is not 
intended to be a break in the foundation’s history, but 
rather, it is intended to lay down guidelines for the futu-
re taking into account the natural evolution of the FAS 
over the last few years.

Strategic plan
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The FAS organises different activities with academic credit recognition. Depending on the type of activity and the time 
dedicated, from 2 to 6 ECTS credits can be validated. 
These activities include volunteer work, on the one hand, which can be carried out on a one-off basis, such as colla-
borating in the UAB Race or which can be linked to Foundation programmes. On the other hand, participation in FAS 
training activities can also be validated. During the 2016-2017 term we organised three workshops, one on disabilities 
and two in the health field (drugs and sexuality). A total of 161 people engaged in the initiatives.

282
PIUNE

174
Training

1.196
Social and medi-
cal programme 

240
Environmental

1.798
Health  

promotion 

56
Other social 
programmes 

Activities with academic  
credit recognition

2. Impact

1.368
Education for 
development

3.580
Participation of the 
UAB community 

in FAS  
activities 

383
Justice  

programme 

1.354
Socio-educatio-
nal programme 

3.271
Beneficiaries 
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ACFA
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A
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Regional impact:
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SEPTEMBER

The FAS kicked off the year by pro-
viding UAB students and staff with 
a chance to join the university vo-
lunteer team. The 2016-2017 term 
opened under the slogan “Keep 

Calm and Volunteer a la UAB”.

Join the UAB 
volunteer team

OCTOBER

3. The FAS, month by month

Let’s Go, the UAB’s  
new socio-educational programme

This new volunteer programme has been launched to make English 
learning a priority for 4th year ESO students in Badia del Vallès. Let’s 
Go is intended to play an active role in turning Badia into an En-
glish-Learning City (ELC).

Astral, the documentary  
by Jordi Évole on the rescue  
of refugees, previewed in the UAB
Over 280 people attended the preview of the documentary Astral, pro-
dued by the team of the Salvados programme, which provides visibility 

to the reality of refugees. Contributions from the public yielded donati-
ons for the amount of € 1,082, which were in turn donated to the Proacti-

va Open Arms NGO.

NOVEMBER

Successful participation  
of the FAS in the UAB festival

Once again, the FAS participated in the UAB festival with a number of 
activities. Roughly 450 people participated and had fun in the dynamics 
and games organised by the FAS for the 2016 UAB Festival.



DECEMBER
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Session on remedial class programmes in 
the Vallès Occidental region  —  (article) 

95 people attended the session on remedial class programmes 
in the Vallès Occidental region. This event gathered a number of 
agents involved in fostering and participating in the debate on the 
current situation and on the foreseeable future of activities that 
foster tutoring for the educational success of children and teena-
gers.Entities, researchers and representatives of the Administration 
shared experiences, challenges and guidelines to foster school suc-
cess in the Vallès Occidental region. 

Session on the rights of refugees  
and migrants  —  (article) 
Faced with the current humanitarian and political crisis, the Dialogue 
Session on Human Rights and Asylum drew the university community 
closer to the main questions surrounding violations of the rights of 
refugees and migrants. The event featured over a hundred participants, 
with expert contributions from Arcadi Oliveres and representatives of 
the Escola de Cultura de Pau, CER-Migracions, the Irídia centre, the 

Comissió Catalana d’Ajuda al Refugiat and the UAB-CCAR integration 
programme.

 Session on workplace insertion of people 
with functional diversity: companies as a 
key element  —  (article) 
A number of experts in the field of workplace insertion and disabilities 
analysed the situation of workplace access for people with functional 
diversity and pointed out that there still is much to be done. The need 

for a favourable legal framework and a lack of resources were among 
the conclusions of the sesssion.

New social 
mentoring 
programme with 
young people 
from Sabadell

World AIDS Day was held at the UAB
In the context of World AIDS Day, the Health Programme organised 
an on-campus mobilisation event at the UAB in order to provide the 
fight against stigmas surrounding HIV with visibility and to disseminate 
messages on prevention.

The Youth Mentoring pilot project, which 
is jointly organised by the Sabadell Town 
Hall, the EMIGRA Research Group and 
the FAS, was launched. The purpose of 
this project is to foster the involvement 
of the UAB university community in 
comprehensive mentoring for socially 
vulnerable teenagers from two secon-
dary schools from the northern part of 
Sabadell.



JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH
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Bird banding 
session  

in the UAB

“Donant la talla”, 
the International 

Women’s  
Day activity  

of the FAS 

The works of an inmate at Brians 2 
illustrates the 2017 FAS calendar 

The FAS updates its calendar on a yearly basis in bookmark format, 
selecting an artistic cover with special significance.

This year has been intended as an accolade to the work being carried 
out in the justice volunteer programme. Thus, a work by an inmate at 
the Brians 2 Penitentiary Centre, entitled Corazón irrompible, was chosen.

Youths from Badia exchange stories  
with youths from the world over
Through the Let’s Go socio-educational programme, boys and gir-
ls from Badia del Vallès have participated in the international Global 

Storybridges programme, an initiative intended to connect youths from 
the world over by exchanging video and stories in English.

The FAS, in collaboration with the Environ-
mental Office (Oficina de Medi Ambient, 
OMA), organised a training session to 
band birds on the Bellaterra campus. This 
activity was a part of the programme of 
the environmental volunteer group of the 
FAS, whose goals are to bring biodiversity 
and green spaces closer to the university 

community, as well as to follow up on the 
boxes in which birds nest.

Approximately 150 people have par-
ticipated in the activity organised by 
the volunteers from the Health Pro-
gramme on International Women’s 
Day. The “Donant la Talla” (“Rising 
to the challenge”) activity was a dis-
play of photographs and stories of 

16 women who stood out due to their 
careers in academia.



   11 

FAS volunteers gathered  
for the last Nostrum in the term

Volunteers, interns and scholarship recipients and the FAS technical 
staff have attended the session on training and knowledge held on 
11 March. Approximately eighty people participated in the Nostrum, a 
space intended to tighten bonds, learn and have fun.

APRIL

New collection of Education  
for Development resources for  
university teachers
The FAS have collaborated with the EduAlter Resource Network to 

provide learning resources for the collection of the University, in which 
education for development material is available to be used in university 

classrooms.

The FAS has promoted the intro-
duction of Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDG) in undergra-
duate programmes at the UAB 
with the purpose of making stu-
dents reflect on their impact on 

the exercise of their future jobs. 

Sustainable 
development goals 

enter the UAB 
undegraduate 

programmes

MAY

Fun mathematics at the UAB with UniX
UniX is the socio-educational programme of the FAS intended to work 
on the development of competences in mathematics and the learning 
process in Year 8 and 9 students from Rubí in a socially vulnerable 
situation. On 10 May, the technical staff and UAB teachers hosted 
eighty youths so that they could enjoy a fun day throughout which they 
developed their competence in mathematics at the UAB.

Over four hundred children from  
the CROMA programme visit the UAB
Once again, participants in the CROMA socio-educational programme 
have visited the campus and have carried out activities in a number 
of fields with university teachers and FAS volunteers. This year, the 

session was attended by over 420 year 4, 5 and 6 students from 25 
different schools.
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JUNE

The libraries of the UAB  
provide study resources  
for students with specific needs 
Throughout the 2016-2017 term, the Social Council has provided 
its support to renew the fixtures of the resource centre and cubicles 
for reduced-mobility users, as the number of enrolled students with 
specific educational needs has increased over the past few years. 

Magnifying lenses to read information better, specific software for stu-
dents with learning difficulties or cubicles for reduced-mobility users are 

featured among the resources with which UAB libraries have been fitted.

JULY

385 young people  
take part in the 2017 Ítaca Campus
Once again, the UAB has hosted the Ítaca Campus socio-
educational programme, which is intended to provide teenagers 
from disadvantaged financial backgrounds with good academic 
performance in order to motivate them to carry on with their studies. 

This year, it was attended by a total of 385 high school students from 
over 30 different towns in the province of Barcelona.

The Caixa d’Enginyers Foundation  
joins the UAB’s Social and  

Professional Inclusion for refugees project 
The Solidarity Autonomous Foundationand the Caixa d’Enginyers 
Foundation have underwritten a collaboration contract in the context of 
the UAB Integration Programme in order to promote the full integration 
of requestors of international protection.

The year was brought to   
a close sharing experiences  

on the social programmes of the UAB
Participants from a number of volunteer programmes have assessed 
the work carried out throughout the term in the closing event featuring 
journalist Jordi Llompart. The event allowed participants to take stock of 
the term by displaying the impact of actions carried out. This year, 3,217 
people from 43 towns throughout Catalonia benefitted from the social 
work carried out by the FAS.
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PIUNE users

Physical impairment

Visual impairment

Learning disorders

Asperger Syndrome

Multiple disabilities

Intellectual disability

Eating disorders

Mental disorders

Hearing impairment

52
26
10
19
17
2
0
1
0

2012
2013

48
27
7

42
22
5
5
1
4

2013
2014

45
27
10
47
20
7
8
0
5

2014
2015

60
21
18
91
27
10
19
1
4

2016
2017

52
27
13
73
24
12
10
0
7

2015
2016

TOTAL 127 161 218169 251

4. PIUNE

The PIUNE aims to guarantee that all UAB students with special education needs (SEN) can access higher edu-
cation with equal opportunities and enjoy a full and autonomous academic and social life at the university like 
the rest of their fellow students. It implements actions that provide support in achieving academic progress and 
success through tutorial activities such as helping students find jobs by taking advantage of synergies with the 
university community.

Disabled Persons Care Service

Information on students attended by the PIUNE

According to the UAB Information and Documentation 
Management Office census (OGID), this year 370 stu-
dents who enrolled accredited a disability of over 33%.

This year, the PIUNE has attended 251 students with 
learning disabilities and/or disorders, namely over 
40% of all students with disabilities enrolled in the UAB 
this year. Students attended to included 112 newly en-

rolled students and 139 students who enrolled again 
this year and who had received attention in the 2015-
2016 term. 

It is worth pointing out that not all students with disa-
bilities have specific needs and that the PINE also at-
tends students with lower certified grades of disability.

Profile of Students  
attended to by the  
PIUNE in  2016-2017 Physical  

impairment 
24%

Multiple  
disabilities 

8%

Visual  
impairment 

8%

Hearing  
impairment 

7%

Mental  
disorders 

11%

Asperger  
Syndrome 

4%

Learning  
disorders 

36%
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Tutorial Action Plan

Throughout the 2016-2017 term, the FAS has partici-
pated in the technical commission created to draft the 
UAB’s tutorial action plan (PAT-UAB). The purpose of 
the PAT-UAB is to “guide, counsel and provide support 
to UAB students concerning different aspects of their 
learning and early professional developments with tuto-
ring as the main tool for monitoring.”

The plan is a framework document that collects the 
various types of tutorial actions provided by the Uni-
versity to students throughout their academic careers, 
considering the specific educational needs they may 
encounter at any given moment.

The entities involved in the PAT are the Psycho-peda-
gogical Counseling Unit (UAP), the Health Assistance 
Service (SAS), the Observatory for Equality, the Physi-
cal Activity Service, the Postgraduate School and the 
Solidarity Autonomous Foundationthrough the PIUNE 
and the refugees programme.

The approval of this programme, among other things, 
has confirmed that the PIUNE is the service that will at-
tend to all requests concerning disabilities, whereas the 
UAP will attend to development and learning disorders. 

Sara Moreno,  
vice-rector of Students and Employability at the UAB.

“ The experience of the Disabled Persons  
Care Service (PIUNE) of the FAS has been  

crucial in the drafting process of the PAT, both 
in what concerns its contributions to the debate 
phase as well as to the final contents contained 

in the PAT-UAB that was approved by  
the Board of Trustees on 12 July 2017.”
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“ VI find people from the PIUNE to be very 
thoughtful, and this makes me feel secure. In what 

concerns me, they only took me to the Faculty or to 
the town by lorry, but students with other disabilities 
are provided with much more assistance and they 
are ever so attentive. Before users ask for help, 

the PIUNE has already taken the iniative to assist 
them in difficulties or to make things easy for them.

 

● 242 Pedagogical Recommendation 
Reports (PRR) and special adaptations 
that teachers must follow to ensure the 
inclusion of students and make sure they have 
equal opportunities.

Sign language interpreter service 
management for students who need this 
service to attend class. The service was 
provided by the APSO Cooperative Society. 
During the 2016-2017 term, up to three students 
have benefitted from it, and 1,343 hours of 

support with sign language interpreting have been 
carried out.

644 actions aimed 
at adapting 
assessment 
systems. 

764 
individual 
tutorials.

Counseling and Educational, Pedagogical and Technological Monitoring

Project of the Board of Trustees for the Resource Centre

The board of trustees of the UAB have launched a pro-
ject to improve the performance of the Resource Centre 
and technological assessment. This project, coordinated 
with the Spanish Company for the Development of Aug-
mentative and Alternative Communications Systems, is 
intended to carry out an assessment process of the 
services and resources provided to the university 
community. The project will be carried out throughout 
the 2017-2018 term, and the first two phases of the pro-
ject have been carried out during this term.

On the other hand, during this term students have al-
ready had access to the cubicles for reduced-mobility 
users in campus libraries and a number of adapted 
equipment, such as HP ProDesk 500 G2 MT desktop 
computers for adapted cubicles, a Logitech Wireless 
Trackball M570 mouse, five Thomson headsets, four 
HP ProBook 640 G2 laptop computers, the Jaws so-
ftware programme and the ZoomText software.

Support for mobility 

We manage the services for accompaniment in adapted 
transportation, accompaniment on foot on campus pre-
mises, support to accessibility and/or detection of archi-
tectural barriers, as well as support to studies by provi-
ding assessment support technical devices. Throughout 

this term, the Mobility Unit has made 1,506 trips, out of 
which practically all of them were for PIUNE users. Out 
of these users, 38 students used the service sporadically 
and 9 students used it regularly (at least one a week).

Sira Moros Moguer, 
Criminology student and PIUNE user.

”
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    Short and medium-term support in defi-
ning objectives.

    Advice on the preparation of various job 
search tools (resumes, cover letters, etc.). 

    Information about various job search 
channels.

     Informar sobre diferents canals de recer-
ca de feina.

     Recommendations on activities to deve-
lop key transversal skills (self-knowled-
ge, communication, responsibility, orga-
nisation, proactiveness, teamwork).  

     Guidance on facing hiring processes.

users

UAB Impuls Job Placement Service

The UAB Impuls programme was created to facilitate 
job placements for UAB students and to comply with the 
law on the integration of people with disabilities. With 
the support of the Employability Service, it offers ser-
vices to disabled students, graduates and companies.

The programme became part of the Incorporate 
network of the La Caixa Foundation in June 2016, and 
it therefore also started to work on the inclusion of peo-
ple at risk of exclusion within the UAB community.

Throughout the 2016-2017 term, UAB Impuls conduc-
ted more than 80 interviews, contacted 31 companies, 
foundations and organisations, managed over 67 of-
fers and got 35 people into the workforce.

Services for students and graduates with disabilities:

Vall Martí, beneficiary of the UAB Impuls  
programme and Catalan and Spanish Literature student at the UAB.

“ If not for the UAB Impuls programme  
I would most likely not have found a job.  

They helped me out a lot and allowed  
the company to get in touch with me  

as soon as possible.”

fa un acompanyament en la inserció al mercat  
de treball de l’alumnat estudiant i titulat de  

la UAB amb disCapacitat i/o necessi-
tats educatives específiques o en situació de 
risc d’exclusió social mitjançant contractes 
laborals o en pràctiques.

Busques feina?

El 
Programa UABImpuls

http://www.uab.cat/web/Discapacitat_Estudiants_Serveis_Inserciolaboral-1284013937742.html
http://www.uab.cat/web/Discapacitat_Estudiants_Serveis_Inserciolaboral-1284013937742.html
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    Publication of job offers and pre-selection of candidates.

    Advice on workplace adaptation and follow-up on hiring. 

   Awareness raising and/or training actions.

companies

Counselling on bonuses and tax reliefs.

“ The actions carried out by RSC reflect our 
permanent commitment to society, and they 
are tools that help us generate networks of 

cooperation and innovation based on trust, and 
trust is precisely the framework for all of the 
actions we carry out in cooperation with the 

UAB, an institution with which we share a special 
attention and commitment towards society.

Xavier López, Corporate CEO and  
Chief Operating Officer of Eurecat, a company collaborating in the Impuls programme.

”
Workplace Insertion Session
On 22 November, the session “Companies as a key 
element for the workplace insertion of people with 
functional diversity. How can compliance with the 
General Law on disabilities be ensured in the field of 
companies?” was held in the Faculty of Law of the UAB.

This session was intended to reflect on the possible 
causes of non-compliance with the General Law on Di-
sabilities (LGD) by the various agents involved and the 
search for strategies to improve the results of workpla-
ce integration of people with functional diversity in the 
common job market.

The session was conducted by Elvi Vila, the alderwoman 
of the Cerdanyola Town Hall in charge of Education, Cul-
ture, Public Health, Inter-generational Policy, Equality, 
Cooperation and Solidarity, and Jordi Prat, the director of 
the FAS. Contributors to the round table included Josep 
Vidal, the director of social economics, the third sector, 
cooperatives and self-entrepreneurship of the Catalan 
regional government; Lluis Bahamonde, deputy presi-
dent and president of the Health Commission of PIMEC; 
Ghassan Saliba, in charge of Social Cohesion from the 
Catalan branch of the CCOO trade union; and, finally, 
Ramón Giró, an expert on CSR and disabilities and cor-
porate management of diversity and disability.

Internship-scholarships in the ONCE-CRUE foundation
The UAB fosters improvements in the future of its diffe-
rently-enabled alumni by promoting external academic 
scholarships through the ONCE-CRUE internship-sc-
holarships. Through this programme, which is jointly 

financed by the European Social Fund, 300 scholars-
hips are granted to students with functional diversity in 
universities across Spain. Four of these scholarships 
were granted in the UAB this year. 

Impuls Scholarships
The FAS opened its seventh call for the Impuls scho-
larship with the cooperation of the Board of Trustees 
of the UAB. These scholarships are meant for UAB 
students in a situation of dependency who require per-
sonal assistance and/or assistance for mobility. Up to 

nine students were granted the scholarship for a total 
amount of 19,654 Euros, out of which € 5,424 were 
for personal assistance and € 14,230 for mobility, dis-
playing a similar trend to last year’s call.

Busques talent?

http://www.uab.cat/web/Discapacitat_Estudiants_Serveis_Inserciolaboral-1284013937742.html


18    

The FAS Cooperation and Education for Development 
Area promotes action, training and research in the 
field of university cooperation for development in 
the UAB community. To make progress in overco-
ming inequalities and achieving social, economic and 
environmental justice in the world, we consider it ne-

cessary to firstly promote critical knowledge and the 
shaping of an active citizenship and secondly, conti-
nue to consolidate higher education in impoverished 
countries, through cooperation and the strengthening 
of alliances between universities and civil society.

The UAB Charity Fund

The UAB Charity Fund provides support to university 
community initiatives in the field of international coope-
ration and education for development (EfD). It is mana-
ged through two calls for aid, one targeted at teaching 
and research/clerical and service staff and the other at 
UAB students. 

34th Call and E2016-2017 
The Fund financed six university cooperation for deve-
lopment projects promoted by teaching and research 
staff in different knowledge areas, five of which were 

initiatives to promote prospects of cooperation, the rest 
being assigned to EfD, amounting to € 48,357.55. In 
addition, it provided support amounting to € 8,967.48 to 
six student Master and Doctoral programme projects.

5.  Cooperation and Education 
for Development

Financed Cooperation for Development Projects

Pakistan Brazil 
Nicaragua 
Colombia 
Bolivia 
Argentina 

Uganda 
Ethiopia 
Algeria 
Nigeria 
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Education for Development at University (ESDU))

This project promotes the cross-cutting integration of 
a transformational approach to higher education. The 
goal is to boost the university’s role in critical knowle-
dge generation and the training of people who incor-
porate an ethical and global mindset into the exercise 
of their future profession and who can become an ac-
tive part of a citizenry committed to social justice. 

This project, which has been in place since the 2013-
2014 academic year, has helped articulate a suite of 
participative processes targeted at the design and im-
plementation of EfD formulas into the UAB syllabus and 
the Catalan sphere. It is carried out in conjunction with 
the Catalan Association of Public Universities (ACUP) 
via a networking strategy that brings together univer-

sities and faculties, teaching staff, students, offices of 
university cooperation and organisations, among ot-
hers, with the support of Barcelona City Council. 

Starting in the 2015-2016 term, initiatives have been 
introduced into the project to promote quality and teac-
hing innovation in critical education, along with activi-
ties aimed at addressing SDGs (Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals) in the areas of university action, at a time 
when the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development 
is being rolled out, in addition to a strategic reflection 
on the role of universities in the future challenges it in-
volves.

ESDU Initiatives:

Catalan public unive
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http://www.uab.cat/web/cooperacio-i-epd/educacio-pel-desenvolupament/projecte-1345676259497.html
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EfD Extraordinary Prize for Campaigns 
Carried Out by School of Educational Sciences Students

The second edition of the FAS ex-
traordinary prize for the development 

of campaigns, intended for students 
taking the Education and Cooperation for Development 
course in the School of Educational Sciences, has clo-
sed with the approval of an awareness-raising project 
on gender inequality in the UAB.

The goal of the “DesiUABtat de gènere. Projecte de 
sensibilització sobre la desigualtat de gènere a la UAB” 

campaign is to raise awareness on the current state of 
gender inequality in the university environment of the 
UAB as well as to foster reflection on socio-educational 
policies or actions that could promote gender equality 
in University. It will be carried out in February and April 
2017 with the cooperation of the Observatory for Equa-
lity of the UAB.

A new teaching innovation group will work 
 on critical thinking skills and ethical commitment

An interdisciplinary innovation 
group has been launched in the UAB 

to improve the development of trans-
versal skills in the fields of critical thinking and ethical 
commitment through innovative methodologies and 
assessment systems in the framework of education for 
sustainable development.

The Higher education teaching innovation interest 
groups (GI-IDES) are associated to the Training and 
Teaching Innovation unit of the UAB, and they are re-

search groups in a specific field of teaching innovation 
that constantly strive to stay on the cutting edge in or-
der to make contributions to the rest of the university 
community.

The “Transversal critical thinking and ethical commit-
ment transversal skills for learning improvement” GI-
IDES, which was initially made up from fourteen teach-
ers from subjects such as education, engineering, vet-
erinary medicine, nursing, economics, geography and 
philology, has been formed.

Main ESDU initiatives in 2016-2017

SDGs enter the Education and Engineering syllabuses

The Solidarity Autonomous Foun-
dation(FAS) is launching a new 

initiative focused on the introducti-
on of Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) in UAB degrees in order to promote 
the acquisition of competences in the field of education 
for development (EfD). This training proposal is carri-
ed out through in-class workshops and complimentary 

activities designed in cooperation with the teachers in 
charge of the subjects in which they are involved.

Throughout this term, a pilot test has been schedu-
led involving the School of Educational Sciences and 
the School of Engineering. 17 participative workshops 
have been carried out in first and third term students 
from five different majors.

Impacting the UAB syllabus

http://www.uab.cat/web/actualitat/noticies/detall-de-la-noticia-1260363248726.html?noticiaid=1345697237684
http://www.uab.cat/web/actualitat/noticies/detall-de-la-noticia-1260363248726.html?noticiaid=1345697237684
http://www.uab.cat/web/actualitat/noticies/detall-de-la-noticia-1260363248726.html?noticiaid=1345704516358
http://www.uab.cat/web/actualitat/noticies/detall-de-la-noticia-1260363248726.html?noticiaid=1345704516358
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Catalan universities showcase their commitment towards SDGs 

The Solidarity Autonomous Foun-
dation(FAS) and the Catalan 

Association of Public Universities 
(ACUP), with the support of the Barce-

lona City Hall and the Global University Network 
for Innovation (GUNI), have organised a seminar on 
the subject of “The role of universities concerning Sus-
tainable Development Goals: Building a critical and 
involved university” in the context of the Education 
for Sustainable Development in Universities (ESDU) 
project. This seminar was held on the occasion of the 
“International Conference on Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals: Actors and Implementation” organised 
by the GUNI, which has become a mass gathering

of reference for analysis and debate among the key 
actors involved in the deployment of SDGs.
Throughout the various sessions of the conference, a 
number of talks were held on approaching SDGs from 
various fields of the knowledge society: social commit-
ment, responsible research and innovation and univer-
sity teaching, with interventions from internationally re-
nowned experts. After that, a round table was held in 
which the institutional declaration «El compromís de les 
universitats catalanes amb els ODS: cap a una educació 
transformadora per a un món nou», [The commitment 
of Catalan Universities towards SDGs: towards a trans-
formative education for a new world], through which the 
position adopted by Catalan public universities in what 
concerns SDGs was made clear, was presented.

“Universities play a capital role when it comes to contributing to social transformation and sus-
tainable development through its three missions: training, scientific research and innovation. 
This role has been reflected in the formulation of SGOs for the first time. Faced with this new 
context, we at the Catalan public universities hereby manifest their commitment to contribute 

to and to align themselves with the global agenda of the United Nations.

We hope to allow the universities belonging to the ACUP to distinguish themselves in the fu-
ture due to their commitment and contribution to the 2030 Agenda as an essential part of our 
social commitment: to work towards situating them at the international vanguard as examples 

of networking and commitment to society at the local level and the planet as a whole.” 

The commitment of Catalan Universities towards SDGs:  
towards a transformative education for a new world

Networking with Universities

“ One of the main goals of ESDU is to incorporate 
 the viewpoint of educational for development  
into the training already on offer at the UAB.  

The idea is that all transversal skills that foster 
critical thinking and ethical commitment should be 

strengthened in the curricula of undergraduate 
and post-graduate studies, tus providing 

students with tools to understand the complexity 
of the world we live in and to become actively 

involved as global citizens.

Silvia Puente,  
a professor in the School of Educational Sciences and contributor to the ESDU project.

”

http://www.uab.cat/web/actualitat/noticies/detall-de-la-noticia-1260363248726.html?noticiaid=1345698770986
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The UAB’s social action and commitment is largely 
carried out thanks to the development of social pro-
grammes and voluntary work that involve the engage-
ment of the university community. Students have the 
opportunity to get involved in these programmes that 

allow them to live an experience based on the valu-
es of cooperation, solidarity, participative democracy, 
co-existence, justice and active citizenship. The pro-
grammes developed this year are divided into different 
areas:

6.  Social Initiatives  
and Volunteer Work

SOCIAL HEALTHSOCIO-EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENTALSOCIO-MEDICALPENITENTIARY

Àmbit mediambiental

Birdhouses group
The birdhouses volunteer group, in cooperation with the 
Environmental Office, promotes and raises awareness on 
the biodiversity of the Bellaterra UAB campus. Up to 22 
students have participated in environmental research and 
education actions such as ornithology outings, monitoring 
birdhouses and bird banding. 54 specimens of 14 different 
species were banded over the course of two sessions. 

Participative map
Throughout the 2016-2017 term, weekly hikes were held on 
the UAB campus following the trails in the Bellaterra Cam-
pus Trails Network. These hikes el curs 2016-2017 s’han dut 
a terme caminades setmanals dins el campus de la UAB 
resseguint els itineraris de la Xarxa de Camins del Campus 
Bellaterra. These hikes were carried out using the Collector 
for ArcGis mobile app, on which each point of the trail was marked using a GPS locator. This year, up 
to 17 volunteers participated in six walks that have allowed for the creation of an interactive tool for knowledge of the 
campus and, especially, a model that displays the possibilities provided by the UAB’s surroundings. 

Marc Vilella, environmental volunteer and student of Environmental Biology.

“ Our main purpose is to disseminate 
 the nature of the campus, to raise awareness 

about its most interesting featuers  
and to show people coming to the  

Autònoma that this place is not just about 
classes and laboratory practice, as  
it also has a plethora of fascinating  

places to enjoy and make good use of.”
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Justice programme
The FAS Justice Programme contribu-
tes to the social integration and reinser-
tion of prison inmates through volunteer 
activities that promote the active partici-
pation of university students and allow 
prison inmates to gradually be reinte-
grated into society. The volunteers par-
ticipating in it carry out academic and 
socio-occupational, physical and sports, 
leisure and personal development and 
cultural and artistic activities.

This project, executed jointly with Government of Catalonia’s Ministry of Justi-
ce, is divided into two subprogrammes: the Adult Penitentiaries Justice Programme and the Juvenile Correctional 
Centres Justice Programme. The former is carried out at the Brians I and II penitentiaries, the Barcelona Women’s 
Penitentiary Centre and the Quatre Camins penitentiary. The juvenile correctional centres where we organise 
activities are L’Alzina, Els Til•lers and Can Llupià, Oriol Badia and Folch i Torres.

Penitentiary area
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27 4
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Students Centres
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The “From Prison to Community” Project
This experimental research and social action project for 
reinsertion was launched in 2014-2015. Based on the 
notion of social mentoring, the project focuses on the 
actions of volunteer mentors who provide support to 
former inmates at high risk of recidivism over the period 
spanning their release to the first months of their return 
to the community.

Led by two UAB and UB research groups directed by 
Josep Cid and Antoni Andrés, and financed by the Re-
cerCaixa Programme, “From Prison to Community” is 

intended to show that support, through the figure of a 
mentor, can be useful in reducing recidivism and facili-
tating integration. Thus, the project is intended to analy-
se whether or not there are reasons to change the cur-
rent discretionary system of transition into the commu-
nity for one in which each person is supported in their 
return to society. Mentoring has already been carried 
out this term and the assessment phase is expected to 
be complete by 2018, at which time the results of the 
research will be made available.

Núria Tomás, mentor in the “From Prison to Community” project 
and specialist laboratory technician at the Faculty of Biosciences.

“ I volunteered because I really wanted to  
do something for others, but I was ultimately 
compelled to participate by the challenge of 
doing something different, of accompanying  
someone who was excluded from society,  
someone who would scare most people.”

“ We have done a lot of work, not only on the task of 
mentoring, but also on trying to portray each individual 

experience through diaries which we analyse and 
which will allow us to figure out which support 

actions were effective, which points were relevant 
to their lives. We hope to contribute knowledge 

that may be useful to provide new ways to 
integrate these people into society. Mentoring 

contributes to recovering the notion of full 
citizenship and social acceptance.

Josep Cid, researcher in the Department of Political Science  
and Public Law and in the “From Prison to Community” project.

”
“I am also from the neighbourhood” on tour
The “I am also from the neighbourhood. De gira 
/ On tour” community art exhibition will display a 
collection of works carried out by minor and young 
inmates in juvenile correctional centres. The exhi-
bition was inaugurated on the 2nd of March 2017 
in Barcelona and was attended by the regional mi-
nister of Justice, Carles Mundó.

“I am also from the neighbourhood. De gira / On 
tour” is a community art project that delves into the 
relationship between art, society and detention. The 
project is made up from artistic visits and incur-
sions in juvenile correctional centres. This initiative 



   25 

Health on the UAB campus
The Health programme of the FAS promotes healthy 
lifestyles among UAB students. Working areas inclu-
de the prevention of problematic drug use and risky 
sexual behaviours that could entail the transmission 
of viruses and diseases, especially HIV. For this rea-
son, responsible consumption and healthy sexual and 
affective relationships are promoted through this pro-
gramme. There is also a debate on aspects such as 
food, eating disorders, aesthetic models, etc. The FAS 
strives to provide young university students with the 
necessary information for them to make responsible 

lifestyle choices and be aware of the information and 
counselling available to them. 

One of the main activities in this new programme is 
Xiringu, a mobile advice and information point on 
health-related questions for the dissemination of pre-
ventive equipment that is open to all students on cam-
pus. Volunteers and intern students in the Programme, 
who are previously trained as health agents, actively 
participate in the programme, thus providing informati-
on on a direct student-to-student basis. 

Volunteer actions in the Health programme
The FAS health team organised activities for the UAB 
festivities on the occasion of World AIDS Day, Wo-
men’s Day and the UAB Healthy and Sustainable 
Week.

The FAS health group, as a member of the 1 Decem-
ber Committee in the context of the “Love or stig-
matise, your choice” campaign, organised a number 
of activities to defend the right to love as an essential 
value in the struggle against fear, intolerance and aver-
sion generated towards HIV, on 1 December. Thus, the 
purpose of the session was to provide the struggle 
against the stigmas surrounding HIV with visibility 
and to disseminate messages on prevention.

On the occasion of World Health Day, the “The 
daily odyssey” activity was organised on 6 April. 

This gymkhana was intended to be a tool for reflexion 
and awareness raising on depression in the univer-
sity environment, and a tool to draw the line between 
sadness and depression, having a bad day or going 
through a rough patch, etc. 

Moreover, the fourth edition of the Literary Contest 
on Sexuality and Eroticism was held. The Health 
Programme of the FAS continues to cooperate with 
this activity, promoting healthy sexuality from an 
open, personal and informed viewpoint, one of its 
main lines of action, along with responsible substan-
ce use, good nutrition and the general promotion of 
healthy lifestyles through the spreading of information 
between equals and the empowerment of people as 
agents of change in their own health.

Health area

6
Activities23

38

Students

Xiringus
1.890

Participants or 
Beneficiaries

Health

has been promoted since 2014 by artist Alter Krapp 
and the FAS in collaboration with the Department of 
Justice of the Catalan regional government.

This project, within the framework of the debate on out-
sider art, is a vindication of the creative potential of 
each human being, regardless of his personal situation 

and technical skills. “I am also from the neighbourho-
od. De gira / On tour” strives to disseminate the works 
of the minors and youths detained in correctional cen-
tres, thus opening a window to a world that is often 
unknown to most citizens.
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Refugee Integration Programme
In a global context marked by an increase in inequality 
and constant violations of human rights and, especi-
ally, of the right to asylum suffered by refugee status 
seekers, the Integration Programme has emerged 
from the need to reinforce and complete the program-
mes and procedures for the hosting, adaptation and in-
tegration of people in need of international protection. 

To this end and in the framework of the cooperation 
agreement undersigned between the Universitat Autò-
noma de Barcelona and the Catalan Commission for 
Assistance to Refugees, the FAS has been coordina-
ting the UAB Refugee Integration Programme since 
2016. This experience of intervention is intended to 
fully integrate international protection seekers resi-
ding on the UAB campus into Catalan society through 
the involvement of the university community and the 
development of hosting and support actions.

A residential hosting programme is available to provi-
de refugees with shelter, ensuring that they have full 
access to all the services and resources of the uni-
versity campus. 

Requests for academic tutoring to begin or continue 
higher education at the UAB are processed, and spe-
cialised counselling is provided for job seeking and in-
tegration into the job market.

Effective participation in the university community of 
international asylum seekers is promoted through a 
volunteering project the purpose of which is to provide: 

•  Support to language learning in order to foster the 
acquisition of language competence in Catalan 
and Spanish through group teaching activities and 
support to language learning as a key element in 
integration processes. 

•  Social monitoring to foster autonomy. Based on 
the social mentoring methodology, this line of vo-
lunteering is intended to provide the resources nre-
quired for the social integration of asylum seekers 
through integral social monitoring, which includes 
mentoring and instrumental support (actions to gain 
knowledge of the environment) and socio-emotio-
nal monitoring through the creation of bonds of trust 
and support. 

Social area
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36

14

13
Beneficiaries

Language 
volunteering

Social  
volunteering

 
 

Integration  
volunteering

“ The goal of volunteering in the Health 
Programme is to raise awareness among university 

students on important subjects such as sexually 
transmitted diseases, means of prevention,  

drugs and nutrition. Another goal is to improve 
health on campus and to increase popular 

knowledge on these subjects.

Ruth Brañes, volunteer in the Health Programme and Nursing student 
”
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Òscar Revilla, 
expert from the Catalan Commission on Assistance to Refugees.

“ Refugee hosting lasts six months.  
When they arrive they are sensitive, disoriented... 

and they can find a series of resources,  
an emotional stability at the UAB that will  
allow them to continue to carve out their  

own path by the end of those six months..”
“ Mentoring creates a sorely needed bond with  
the other person. When [refugees] come here  
they are alone, they lack a support network.  

I believe that fostering this network of relationships is 
very necessary in order to not end up saturated in 

an even more complex environment.

For me, volunteering was a political  
and personal choice; and I believe that,  
in this context, it is the ability to provide  

tools and support. That is why I do it.

Marga Bueno, Volunteer in the Integration  
Programme and Anthropology student at the UAB.
”

Dialogue and reflection on the UAB session on human rights
The session featured over one hundred participants, 
with expert contributions from Arcadi Oliveres and re-
presentatives of the Escola de Cultura de Pau, CER-Mi-
gracions, the Irídia centre, the Catalan Commission on 
Assistance to Refugees and the UAB-CCAR integrati-
on programme. 

The encounter began with a brief talk by Arcadi Olive-
res, who introduced a reflexion on the conceptual and 
social differences between the terms migrant and refu-

gee. After that, five simultaneous sessions were held, 
directed by specialists from research centres and social 
entities. Using a methodology based on dialogue and 
active participation, these spaces allowed participants 
to gain an in-depth perception of aspects concerning 
the conflict in Syria and the construction of peace, mi-
gratory policies and European responses, legal and 
safe ways during the migratory process, the right to 
asylum or the integration model in Spain.
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48
Workshops

129
Students

463
Children

25
Centres

7
Towns

Participating schools:
Badia del Vallès: Las Seguidillas, La Sardana and La Jota.

Barberà del Vallès: Marta Mata and El Bosc.

Cerdanyola del Vallès: Les Fontetes, Xarau and Sant Martí.

Rubí: Pau Casals, Maria Montessori, Ramon Llull and Mossèn Cinto Verdaguer.

Sabadell: Arraona, Juan Ramón Jiménez and La Floresta.

Sant Cugat: Gerbert d’Orlhac, Turó de Can Mates, Pi d’en Xandri, Font de l’Alba, Sant Llorenç del Munt, Antoni 
Ubach, Pau Vila, President Salvans and Josep Ventalló.

CROMA Programme

The CROMA Socio-educational Programme offers 
support to children who, due to their social, cultural 
and personal circumstances, are having difficulties 
in achieving their school objectives. The program-
me helps provide continuity and transition between 
educational stages for children in unfavourable edu-
cational situations. Once a week, volunteer and scho-
larship students organise assisted study workshops 
in schools. The activity provides support to children in 
their school tasks as well as activities aimed at deve-

loping social skills. The young volunteers gain experi-
ence and acquire values of solidarity and peaceful 
co-existence.

One of the reasons for CROMA’s success is the adap-
tation of the workshops and methods to the teaching 
objectives pursued by the centres during school hours. 
Coordinating, monitoring and evaluation with tutors, lo-
cal governments and schools are other key elements 
in guaranteeing its correct implementation.

CROMA

CROMA

Socio-educational area

Ítaca 
Campus 

Youth  
Mentoring

Let’s GoUnix

Integrated 
internships 

Revising 
together 

SINTE Shere Rom
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Let’s Go Programme
The Let’s Go socio-educational programme is inten-
ded to promote the acquisition of English language 
skills among a class of secondary school students 
from Badia del Vallès. The activity was carried out in 
the two local secondary schools (INS Badia del Vallès 
and INS Federica Montseny).

Volunteering has been carried out through two different 
activities. The first one involved acting as a supporting 
teacher alongside English teachers during sessions 
with class groups. Besides this, more personalised at-
tention was also provided to pupils, as well as further 
opportunities to communicate in English. The second 
one involved holding English-language extracurricular 
activities for small groups of volunteer students. 

The Let’s Go programme will continue to focus on 
this class of students until they complete secondary 
education during the 2019-2020 term and, during this 
time, it will continue to add new interventions intended 
to improve English language skills.

UniX Programme
The UniX Socio-educational Programme was executed  in 
four public schools in the municipality of Rubí (Duc de Mont-
blanc, L’Estatut, La Serreta and Torrent dels Alous) targeted at 
year 8 and year 9 students.
Students from UAB dedicated their efforts to improving the 
mathematical skills of these children as well as their ability 
to learn. Both these basic skills were taught in workshops to 
small groups.  
Two workshops per week were held in each high school, outside 
school hours, and focused on skill-building in maths as well as 
problem-solving, reasoning, connections and communication.

4
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23
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Campus Ítaca
The Ítaca Campus, organised by the FAS, is carried out on 
the Bellaterra Campus and, based on a series of fun and 
learning activities conducted by monitors and UAB teach-
ers, young participants, who are about to begin the last 
year of compulsory education (Year 11), can learn what an 
university is and how it works first-hand and are provided 
with motivation and references to carry on in academia.

This is one of the longest running socio-educational 
programmes in the UAB. Since 2004, over 5000 boys 
and girls have participated in the programme, mostly 
from secondary schools in the Vallès Occidental re-
gion. Young people selected to participate in the Ítaca 
Campus come from similar backgrounds: complicated 
family financial situations that could lead them to prior-
itise entering the workforce rather than carrying on with 
their studies, the need for adult points of references 

to promote continuity in post-compulsory education in 
their family and social environment, and a positive atti-
tude towards study.

This year, 388 students from 77 public high schools 
from 33 different municipalities in seven counties 
have participated.

The goal of the Ítaca Campus is to motivate boys and 
girls who are about to begin the last year of compulso-
ry secondary education to carry on studying the next 
year. Throughout the Campus, a number of leisure and 
sports activities are carried out alongside teaching ac-
tivities directed by UAB teachers. Youths are spread 
into groups of 12 people and carry out a number of 
activities throughout the day: gymkhanas, research ac-
tivities, debates, case solving, etc.

Ítaca Programme
This socio-educational programme is 
promoted and organised by the Uni-
versitat Autònoma de Barcelona and 
managed by FAS with the School of 
Educational Sciences and the Educa-
tional Sciences Institute. The purpose 
is to get more students to continue 
with their education after finishing the 
compulsory secondary phase so they 
can later go on to enrol in post-secon-
dary diplomas and university studies.

The programme consists of two core 
initiatives: the Ítaca Campus and the 
Ítaca-Santander salary-scholarships, 
for a total of 16 scholarships inten-
ded for students participating in any 
edition of the Ítaca Campus. This sc-
holarship, which is funded by Banco 
Santander, is granted to undergradu-
ate students at the UAB.

“ The Let’s Go programme arose as an answer to 
one of our needs, one of our weaknesses: the low 
performance of our students in English-language tests. 

These are the words with which the Year  
8 students define Let’s Go: innovative,  
interesting, a privilege, relaxing, entertaining,  
cool, I like to learn, difficult, fantastic.  
However, the most recurrent term of al is fun.”

Maite Serrano,  
headmistress of the Federica Montseny secondary school of Badia del Vallès.
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77
Schools

25

385

33
UAB  

students

Young  
people

Towns

Ítaca
Campus

“ For me, the Ítaca Campus is a place  
where you can have lots of fun and learn a lot.

“ What I liked the most about the Ítaca Campus 
was the excitement and enthusiasm to learn 

displayed by students, making new friends and live 
experiences you could not find anywhere else.

Judit Coll, participant in the Ítaca Campus,  
student at the IES Leonardo Da Vinci (Sant Cugat).

Dani Gallart, monitor at the Ítaca Campus  
and student of Audiovisual Communication.

”

”

Two new features have been implemented in this edi-
tion, such as the activity in the School of Transla-
tion and Interpreting, in which students learned why 
it is important to speak in public and practiced three 
modes of interpreting; the activity in the Institute of 
Environmental Science and Technology, in which 
young participants learned about research on various 
subjects that is being carried out at the UAB on the 
environment; and the activity in the School of Com-
munications Sciences entitled “All power to creative 
people! Let’s make radio ads”, among others. 

Each turn was concluded by a closing event organ-
ised by the FAS and in which members of the Board 
of Trustees of the UAB and of the Social Council par-
ticipated. In these events, participants had the chance 
to present the results and work carried out during their 
participation in the 2017 Ítaca Campus to their families. 

The Ítaca Campus has been made possible thanks to 
the cooperation of the School of Education Sciences 
and UAB teachers, as well as the patronage of Banco 
Santander and participant town halls, among others.
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Youth Mentoring Pilot  
Programme in Sabadell

The Municipal Department of Social Action of the 
Sabadell Town Hall, the Solidarity Autonomous 
Foundationand the EMIGRA Research Group (UAB) 
have promoted the Youth Mentoring Pilot Program-
me in the northern part of Sabadell. This initiative 
is one of the actions in the strategic plan to tackle 
early school dropouts.

This pilot programme is based on the same notion 
of 1x1 mentoring understood as a methodology for 
social support through the establishing of interper-
sonal relationships and the transfer of experiences 
between volunteer university students and secon-
dary school students.

The programme has been executed with young pe-
ople from years 8, 9, 10 and 11 in the Jonqueres 
secondary school in the northern part of Sabadell. 
The students come from poor backgrounds, display 
an erratic performance in their studies and have a 
hard time projecting themselves onto the professio-
nal world with the necessary training.

The purpose of the pilot proramme was to design an 
action programme for alternative and complemen-
tary school mentoring through the diagnosis and as-
sessment of the EMIGRA Research Group and the 
execution of the volunteering programme coordina-
ted by the FAS in order to promote the successful 
completion of compulsory secondary education and 
to make students consider carrying on with further 
education.

Shere Rom Programme

The Shere Rom Programme is a socio-educational 
intervention activity in cultural diversity contexts 
proposed by the DEHISI (Human Development, 

Social Intervention and Interculturality) research 
group it has been implemented in different schools 
and associations in Barcelona with children at risk 
of social exclusion. The volunteers (nine students) 
carried out educational and recreational activities 
for a group of children.

Support Programme  
for Teachers and Children 
with Special Needs
This programme, an initiative of the SINTE (In-
ter-University Seminar on Research into Teaching 
and Learning Strategies of the UAB) is linked to the 
Learning and Development II subject in the Primary 
Education degree. Students who take this subject 
analyse the problems of a number of schools and 
design a solution proposal. At the same time, stu-
dents who want to can also implement this support 
or consulting work in the school through a voluntary 
initiative. Last year, 13 students signed up as volun-
teers with the Ca N’Alzamora school and l’Extra co-
operative society in Rubí, providing support, among 
other actions, to the teachers to provide dedicated 
care to children with specific educational needs.

Integrated Psychology  
Internships Programme

In the context of a Psychology subject, eight stu-
dents from the school of Psychology have carried 
out intervention internships with the Catalan Associ-
ation of Relatives of Alzheimer Patients (ACFA) and 
the Can Tusell factory. The students who submit-
ted the best projects with proposals for intervention 
were given the chance to apply them by volunteering 
in this entity. Volunteering helps them integrate their 
knowledge of the course and has a real impact on 
their close environment.

Revising Together

Seven students from the Salesian University School 
of Sarrià (EUSS), attached to the UAB, volunteered 
in the Revising Together project which offers a heal-
thy afternoon tea, a recreation period and a period 
of schoolwork reinforcement to Years 5 and 6 pri-
mary-school children and year 7 secondary school 
students with low grades because of the difficulties 
they have following classes and lack of involvement 
in their school work by their families. The project 
was carried out in Barcelona and is a partnership 
between the Social Services Department of Sarrià, 
the Salesian Society of Sarrià, EUSS and the FAS.
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Socio-Medical Area

Programa Sociosanitari
The socio-medical programme is designed 
to contribute to the strengthening to the so-
cio-medical support network through the 
implementation of accompaniment and 
support actions for people suffering from 
diseases or from situations of dependency 
as well as their caretaking environment.

Starting from an integral attention model, 
the Programme compliments professi-
onal attention to especially vulnerable 
groups in the socio-medical field. More-
over, it is intended to improve the quality 
of life of people in hospital and residents 
in socio-medical schemes through moni-
toring and fostering participation in well-
being and personal development activi-
ties by members of the UAB university 
community.

The Programme is directly geared towards:

    Children and teenagers up to 17 years old hospi-
talised in the Maternal and infant care ward of the 
Vall d’Hebron University Hospital. Since the hospital 
is a third-level hospital, this group generally displays 
severe diagnoses and treatments with significant im-
plications in what concerns the normal development 
of their everyday lives. 

    Elderly people or people in a situation of depen-
dency related to the Centre Fòrum of the Hospital 
del Mar, a care centre specialised in the healthca-
re and socio-medical needs of the elderly and their 
families. This group includes people with chronic 
diseases that require constant medical and nursing 
treatment, people with diseases and high levels of 
dependency and who are administered rehabilitati-
on and palliative actions for degenerative diseases.

14
Activities

92

2
Centres

1.196

3.061

Beneficiaries

Actions

Socio-medical
programme 

Students
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Other volunteer projects

Volunteering for the Barcelona Mortgage Victim Platform (PAH) 
This year we have once again managed a volunteering 
project at the Barcelona PAH in which four UAB stu-
dents have participated. The volunteers updated the 
entity’s databases and also participated in the work-

groups involved in analysing them and drawing conclu-
sions and reports from them. 

Volunteer projects

Xarxanet
The Xarxanet website (www.xarxanet.org), promoted 
by the Catalan Regional Government, focuses on the 
formation of associations, voluntary work, citizenship 
and solidarity in Catalonia. The FAS took part as a 
sponsor, along with other third-sector organisations. 

In 2016, the FAS published over 112 examples of con-
tent (news stories, reports, agenda activities, etc.) on 
university volunteering work and the values of social 
participation and transformation, among others. 

Erasmus+ Programme
The FAS participates in the European Voluntary Ser-
vice (EVS), part of the European Commission’s Eras-
mus+ programme, by sending and receiving volunte-
ers. This year it received four young volunteers from 
Germany, Austria, Romania and Estonia, who joined 

the volunteering programmes and the PIUNE. The 
FAS also provided information and guidance on the 
programme to UAB students.  

One-off activities

UAB Race
The UAB Race has been a success both 
in what regards charity and participation. A 
total of 2,100 people enrolled in the race, 
out of which 53% were women. 46% parti-
cipated in the 6 km walk, 31% in the 10 km 
walk, 22% in the 6 km race and 2% in the 
reduced mobility race (480 metres).

The Solidarity Autonomous Foundation-
has collaborated with the cause by coor-
dinating the volunteer team that made the 
event possible. Specifically, 87 people 
gave their support to the event by par-
ticipating as volunteers for the Race.

Handing out chest guards, organising 
the cloakroom and preparing and moni-
toring the circuit were the tasks carried out by the vo-
lunteers to the UAB Race. Moreover, a group of physi-
otherapy students volunteered to assist in the physical 
recovery of participants in the Race.

This year, thanks to all the actions carried out 
throughout Catalonia, over 8 million Euros were rai-
sed. These funds will be used for research on seizures 
and traumatic brain marrow injuries.
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Programmes in collaboration  
with UAB university schools and external partners

SINTE / School of Educational Sciences 13

Shere Rom / School of Psychology 2

Integrated Internship Programme / Psychology SIPEP  8

Revising Together / Salesian University School of Sarrià 7

Mortgage Victim Platform 4

“From Prison to Community” 26

UAB Race, Charity lunch and Healthy  
and Sustainable Campus activities  87

Ad-hoc events

Birdhouse Group 22

Participative Map 17

Prison Inmates Integration Programme (PIIP) 56

Juvenile Justice Correctional Centre Programme 27

Health Programme  23

Integration Programme 34

CROMA Programme 134

UniX Programme 23

Let’s Go Programme 13

Youth Mentoring Programme 14

Socio-Medical Programme 92

In-house programmes
Volunteering  
by programmes

Figures on University Volunteering for 2016-2017



36    

600 -
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400 -

350 -

300 -

250 -

200 -

150 -

100 -

148
Men

550
Students

93%
44

Clerical and ser-
vices / teaching 

and research 
staff

7%

446
WomenVolunteer 

profiles

Evolution of FAS volunteers over the past five years

 - - - - -

2012-2013

556

2013-2014

606

2014-2015

594

2015-2016

229

2016-2017

450

(excluding occasional volunteers)

Educational Sciences  15%

Psychology  13%

Medicine  11%

Law   8%

Philosophy and Literature   8%

Total 100 %

School Percentage of volunteers
with respect to total

Schools   
with the most 

volunteers
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Networking with external partners

7. Networking

• Internationalisation and Cooperation Committee (CICUE) under the CRUE (Conference of Rectors of Spa-
nish Universities)

• University Cooperation Committee for Development, ACUP (Catalan Association of Public Universities)

• Disabilities Committee, Cerdanyola del Vallès City Council

• UNIDISCAT Committee, Inter-University Council of Catalonia

• 1 December Committee

• Catalan Coordinator of Foundations

• Catalan Entity for Social Actions

• Lafede.cat

• Catalan Federation for Social Volunteering

• Fundació Universia

• Universia Foundation

• CRM Synergy

• Xarxanet.org associative and volunteering network

• The Network of Disabled Persons Care Service (SAPDU) of the University Network of Student Affairs (RU-
NAE).

 - - - - -



38    

8. Accountability
The Solidarity Autonomous Foundationhas managed 
the economic resources entrusted to it by different 
agents to support its work in 2016. With a view to en-
suring transparency and good management of re-sour-
ces, the Solidarity Autonomous Foundationsubmitted its 
accounts to an external audit by Blázquez, Planas i 
Associats SL.

We thank all of our backers for their contributions which 
enabled the Foundation to carry out its activities. We 
would also like to thank individual donors (members of 
the teaching and resources staff and the clerical and 
services staff) and students who, through enrolling, 
have made a contribution and given support to the UAB 
Charity Fund.

Economic summary for 2016 by type of funding

Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona 600.976,49

Cooperation for Development Area 87.140,00

Autònoma Charity Foundation 192.964,00

Disabled Persons Care Programme  119.600,00

Ítaca Campus 168.000,00

Social Council 33.272,49

Subsidies 290.553,62

Catalan Regional Government 174.597,94

Spanish Government 19.202,77

Local governments 64.424,73

Private entities and others 32.328,18

Subsidies for the acquisition of fixed assets 1.874,53

Courses and services 141.552,70

Donations 72.245,89

Other income 14.700,52

TOTAL 1.121.903,75

Scholarships and aid granted 115.714,10

Operating expenses 360.350,22

Staff Expenses 643.586,75

TOTAL 1.119.651,07

Expenses 
for 2016

Income 
for 2016
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 2.252,68PROFITS AND LOSSES  for 2016

Cooperation for Development 177.614,00

PIUNE, Disabled Persons Care Service 175.539,46

Social programmes 444.088,42

General operating expenses 322.409,19

TOTAL 1.119.651,07

Expenditure  
by areas

Distribution of income 
by type of funding

Expenditure by areas

PIUNE,
Disabled Persons

Care Service
16%

Cooperation for
development

16%

Social programmes
39%

General operating
expenses

29%

Subsidies
 26%

Courses, 
services and 

donations 
19%

Grants for the acquisi-
tion of fixed assets and

other income
1%

Universitat Autònoma 
de Barcelona

54%
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2016 Financing Organisms 

    Badia del Vallès Town Hall
    Barberà del Vallès Town Hall
    Barcelona Town Hall
    Berga Town Hall
    Caldes de Montbui Town Hall
    Canovelles Town Hall
    Castellar del Vallès Town Hall
    Castellví de la Marca Town Hall
    Cerdanyola del Vallès Town Hall
    Esparreguera Town Hall
    L’Ametlla del Vallès Town Hall
    La Garriga Town Hall
    Gironella Town Hall
    Martorell Town Hall
    Moià Town Hall
    Molins de Rei Town Hall
    Montcada i Reixac Town Hall
    Palau-Solità i Plegamans Town Hall
    Puig-reig Town Hall
    Ripollet Town Hall
    Rubí Town Hall
    Sabadell Town Hall
    Sant Cugat del Vallès Town Hall
    Sant Feliu de Llobregat Town Hall

   Sant Joan Despí Town Hall
   Sant Quirze del Vallès Town Hall
   Santa Margarida i els Monjos Town Hall
   Terrassa Town Hall
   Ullastrell Town Hall
   Viladecans Town Hall
   Viladecavalls Town Hall
   Vallès Occidental County Council
   Barcelona Provincial Council
   ”La Caixa” bank foundation
   Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona Foundation (FUAB)
    Catalan Regional Government

 • Department of Justice

 • Department of Health

 • Department of Labour, Social Welfare and Family

 •  Catalan Public Employment Service, jointly financed by the   
European Social Fund and the Youth Employment Initiative 

    Spanish Government 
 • Ministry of Health, Consumption and Social Welfare 

  Youth Institute (Erasmus + Programme State Agency)

   Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona
 • Social Council

 • UNIDISCAT

“ For the past few years, we at the Town Hall have collaborated with the FAS by calling for 
subsidies for international cooperation and education for global justice. We have been a pioneering 
institution when it comes to displaying concern and commitment to bringing universities closer 

to global problems that lead to permanent violations of human 
rights and situations of structural inequality.

This commitment with the FAS was consolidated last year 
with the undersigning of a two-year agreement to carry on 

with the task to transversalise global justice in different 
undergraduate syllabi and departments in the UAB by 
influencing curricula and networking, among others. The 
accolades granted to the TFG concerning SDGs are a 
very good example when it comes to provide the constant 
work of incorporating a critical view of the world we live in 
from any academic discipline with value and visibility.”David Llistar,  

Directorate of Global Justice and International Cooperation of the Barcelona Town Hall.
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9.  Cooperation  
Campaigns

0.07% Campaign

Every year, the FAS promotes the 0.7% Campaign 
through which each student can voluntarily contribu-
te €15 to the Charity Fund and help finance university 
cooperation projects in southern hemisphere countri-
es. 1,774 students ticked the 0.7% box when enrolling, 

representing a contribution of €26,610. In addition, the 
Charity Fund received regular contributions from the 
clerical and services staff and teaching and research 
staff amounting to €3,627.5.

Cooperate with FAS

The FAS has the “Cooperate with FAS” campaign 
open, which encourages clerical and service / teac-
hing and research staff to make individual donations 
and engage with the Foundation. The FAS website 
contains various options for making a donation.

.

http://www.uab.cat/web/fas-1254380703729.html


@FAS_UAB

Facebook.com/FAS.UAB

/fasvoluntariat

@fas.uab

Fundació Autònoma Solidària

fas@uab.cat / 93 581 24 85
Edifici l’Àgora (edifici R) 
Plaça Cívica
Campus de la UAB 
08193 Bellaterra  
(Cerdanyola del Vallès)

Opening hours

are 10am to 7pm

Monday to Thursday

and from 10am to 3pm Fridays.

www.uab.cat/fas

mailto:fas%40uab.cat?subject=

