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Program 
 

Thursday January 22rd, 2026 

14:30-14:45 Workshop opening and presentation 

 Presentations  

14:45 - 15:15 “Rare earth ions in luminescent materials and phosphors” 

S. Ruggieri, F. Piccinelli, University of Verona, Italy 

15:15– 15:45 “Design and Synthesis of Multifunctional Ionic Liquids for Selective” 

Separation of the Rare Earth Elements 

S. Gadžurić, University of Novi Sad, Serbia 

15:45 – 16:00 "Recovery of REEs via solid phase extraction with natural zeolite" 

J. A. Ricardo García, University of Udine, Italy 

16:00 – 16:15 "Leaching protocols for REEs recovery from permanent magnets: principles and 
applications"  

Y. Valdés Arencibia, University of La Habana, Cuba 

16.15 - 16.45 “Recovery of critical raw materials from leachates of mines wastes via thermal-
desorption” 

R. Boada, I. H. Valido, J. Senye, J. Gispert, S. Matencio, D. Morillo, E. Ortega, L. 
Díazc, M. Faccini, M. Valiente 

Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, LEITAT Technological Center, Spain Leitat 
Chile 

16.45 - 17.15 Coffee break 

17:15 - 17:45 “Solid-state fermentation as an innovative technology for the valorisation of 
organic wastes.” 

J. Font y Pomarol, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona & AERIS technologias 
ambientales, Spain 

17:45 - 18:15 "FREECOVER and SLCA: Driving Sustainable Innovation in Rare Earth Elements 
Recycling."  

L. Piccinetti,  Sustainable Innovation Technology Services Ltd, Ireland 

18:15-18:30 Conclusions 

19:30 Science café “The Hidden Metals of the Green Transition—Can We Recycle Them 
Better?” at the CAU de la Vila, Bar at Vila Universitària - UAB  

 

 

 

FREECOVER (Eco-Friendly Hydrometallurgy for Rare Earths Recycling) is a project co-funded by 
the European Union’s Horizon Europe research and innovation programme under grant agreement 
No 101182579. This publication reflects only the author’s view, and the European Union is not 
liable for any use that may be made of the information contained therein. 

https://www.uab.cat/web/els-restaurants/cau-de-la-vila-1345703432318.html
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List of Participating Institutions 

 Partner 
Short 
name 

Role Sector 

 

Università degli Studi di Udine UNIUD Beneficiary AC 

 

University of Novi Sad Faculty of 
Sciences 

UNSPMF Beneficiary AC 

 

Institut za Nuklearne Nauke Vinča 
Institut od nacionalnog znacaja za 
Republiku Srbiju, Univerzitet u 
Begradu 

VINS Beneficiary AC 

 

Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona UAB Beneficiary AC 

 

Univerza v Ljubljani UL Beneficiary AC 

 

AERIS Tecnologias Ambientales SL AERIS Beneficiary SME 

 

Sustainable Innovation Technology 
Services Limited 

SITES Beneficiary SME 

 

Ad Harbi Doo Sarajevo ADHARBI Beneficiary SME 

 

Università degli Studi di Verona UNIVR Beneficiary AC 

 

Universidad de La Habana UH 
Associated 

Partner 
AC 


