Hem volgut ampliar l’espectre, i l’esperit, de les nostres entrevistes per a la secció ‘De la Facultat al món’, i avui us presentem una primera entrevista a una alumna ‘IN’, que ha viscut una estada d’estudis entre nosaltres i ens vol explicar com li ha anat. És la Nicoline Dedeyne, estudiant Erasmus de Bèlgica, i aquí teniu el seu testimoni.
· Did your stay in Barcelona fit your expectations?
I did not set my expectations that high, because there would be the risk that I would be disappointed. But it was so nice to stay in Barcelona. The weather to start with, is a big advantage about Barcelona. We were still lying at the beach at the end of October. That is something I have never been able to do in Belgium. The city is full of life and there is so much to see. The activities like the Jazz Festival, La Mèrce, etc. are very nice. You can wander in the little streets of El Born and Gòtic.  

· What has been the positive most unexpected experience you have had during your stay?
The experience overall. It was an adventure to live in another city for 4 months. Meeting so many international people. I knew this before. But they really became my friends and I was not expecting that because we speak other languages, so it is not always easy to communicate. I also learned some Spanish and that motivates me to take more Spanish courses when I will be going back home. The level of the courses was also good. I learned a lot. I became a Google Maps master, because Barcelona is such a big city and I had to navigate myself constantly. 

· And the most negative one?
I really underestimated the train ride to university. It is a lot of time that you lose just by travelling to your university. The organization of the courses in the beginning was very chaotic and this gave me a lot of stress, because I had no idea what to do and we we had to wait quite long before we knew which classes we were enrolled in. I was also surprised by how poorly people in Barcelona speak English. That made it hard sometimes to find my way because in the beginning my Spanish was also poorly. The last thing I want to say is that I knew Barcelona is a busy city but I did not expect it to be this crowded and busy. 

· Is there any idea or stereotype about Catalans/Spaniards that has changed on your mind after your stay?
The only stereotype that I had was that Spanish people are loud people and that is something that I can agree with. For the rest I did not have any stereotypes. 

· What would you advice to a foreign student coming to Barcelona?
Even if the university is a pretty long train ride away, rent a place in the city, it is so beautiful. Watch your phone and wallet, otherwise it will get stolen. Take Spanish courses, because the language is so beautiful. Try to select your courses in time, because I did not do it in time and it took a lot of time before everything was arranged. Try to go to every class, because there is permanent evaluation and there are no textbooks. 

· And, what would you say to UAB students going abroad?
The same I would say to every student that goes to study abroad. That they should enjoy it while it lasts and meet new people, learn new languages, say yes to new things and all kinds of activities and try to come out their comfort zone. 
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