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INEQUALITY, POVERTY AND GLOBALISATION 
Economic and Politics 

 
 
Course contact hours: 45 
Recommended credits: 6 ECTS – 3 US  
 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
Inequality defines the world we live in. We will focus on the evolution of economic inequality 
in the long run and the determinant factors, with special attention to the links to the 
globalisation process. At the turn of the 21st century, the richest five percent of people 
receive one-third of total global income, the next 15 percent richer had another third and the 
remaining third of total global income had to be shared by the poorest 80 percent of the 
population. Our aim is to know why there is poverty and which strategies have been used to 
reduce it. 
 
 
CONTENTS 
 
International and global inequality 

1. Concepts of inequality: international and global inequality 
2. Development in the 20th century 
3. Factors explaining international inequality 
4. Poverty in Rich Countries. Poverty in poor countries 

 
In depth study of the relation between inequality and 

5. Inequality at country level 
6. Colonisation  
7. Health, Violence, Obesity, Gender....   
8. Education 

 
Does globalisation make the world more unequal?  

9. Did growth breed inequality or did inequality breed growth? 
10. Origins of the big divergence between countries 
11. Trade and inequality 
12. The role of mass migration  

 
 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
 
A minimum attendance of 70% (19 lectures) is required in order to complete all course 
assessment activities. Punctuality is expected. Late arrival is marked as absence. During 
students presentations no entry is allowed once the presentation has started. 
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Mid-term exam (25%): To be written in class. The exam will consist of 20 multiple choice 
questions.  
 
Presentation (35%): on an article chosen from the reading list. 40% of the mark will be ppt 
and 55% the oral presentation (individually graded) and 5% the partner evaluation. 
 
 
 
Final Exam (30%): To be written in class. The exam will be a 20 multiple choice questions 
of which fifteen questions will be on presentation topics and five questions on the lectures 
and readings from the second part of the course.  
 
Participation (10%): Each week students may write a question on the topics analysed. 
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