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01 EU Political context for Cluster 2: 
documents and policy priorities
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CLUSTER 2: EU CONTEXT
* Democracy faces most serious crisis in decades. Decline in democratic standards a 
constant trend of last decade. Various European surveys show declining levels of trust
to political institutions (Freedom in the World Report 2018)

* Automation impact: 14% of jobs in 32 OECD countries are highly
automatable, equivalent to 66 million jobs
(OECD 2018. Also Mckinsey 2017).

* Need to reduce rising inequalities (European Pillar of Social Rights).

* Cultural Heritage creates 12 million jobs; promotes European values and
helps develop a European Identity.

* Largest number of arrivals of refugees and migrants since end of Second
World War. Respond to challenges, promote integration, enhance governance
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CLUSTER 2: EU BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS

link link link link

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4bebf83d-60ba-11e9-b6eb-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-94807842?fbclid=IwAR3o3GkdUyu-2lmD--HTr5Uuolf_s8NT6QnJGgrVf5fLGcoDwaMQohxZCb4
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/1dd62bd1-2216-11e8-ac73-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/cf1793da-184c-11e8-ac73-01aa75ed71a1
https://ec.europa.eu/research/social-sciences/pdf/other_pubs/migration_conference_report_2016.pdf%23view=fit&pagemode=none
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02 Cluster 2 Work Programme:
intervention areas, topics and opportunities
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3 INTERVENTION AREAS: 
 
 
 
       
                  
       

3   Destinations  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEMOCRACY 

CULTURAL 
HERITAGE 

SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC 

TRANSFORMATIONS 

1.- Innovative Research on Democracy 
and Governance 

 
2.- Innovative Research on the 
European Cultural Heritage and the 
Cultural and Creative Industries (CCI) 
 

 

3.-Innovative Research on Social 
and Economic  transformation  

 



SOCIOLOGY, CULTURAL AND SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY: OPPORTUNITIES

CLUSTER 2
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DESTINATION 2 – CALL 3:
TOPIC 03: The role of perceptions, formed by traditions, values and 
beliefs, in shaping European societies and politics in the 21st 
century
TOPIC 09: Games and culture shaping our society
DESTINATION 3 – CALL 2:
TOPIC 08: Strengthening racial, ethnic and religious equiality

CLUSTER 1 CLUSTER 5 CLUSTER 6
DT3– CL 2021: TC 03 DT1 - CL1: TC 07 DT2 – CL1: TC00

DT1 - CL 2: TC 02 DT2 – CL 3: TC00
DT2 – CL 1: TC 13 DT6 – CL1: TC00CLUSTER 3

Strengthened Security Research and Innovation 2021 (TC 06)
Support to Security Research and Innovation 2022 (TC 03 and TC 05)
Fighting Crime and Terrorism 2022 (TC 03)



SOCIOLOGY - MIGRATIONS: OPPORTUNITIES

CLUSTER 2
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DESTINATION 3 – CALL 1: ALL TOPICS (Inclusiveness in 
times of change)
DESTINATION 3 – CALL 2: ALL TOPICS (A sustainable Future 
for Europe)



POLITICAL SCIENCES: OPPORTUNITIES

CLUSTER 2
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DESTINATION 1 
CALL 1: Protecting and nurturing democracies (ALL TOPICS)
CALL 2: Reshaping democracies (ALL TOPICS)



LAW: OPPORTUNITIES
CLUSTER 2
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DT 1 - CL 2: TC 01 The future of liberal democracy in Europe
TC 04: Democratic politics in the EU’s neighbourhood
TC 05: Politics and governance in a post-pandemic world
TC 03: The impact of inequalities on democracy
TC 05: Evolution of political extremism and its influence on 
contemporary social and political dialogue
TC 04: Preserving and enhancing cultural heritage with advanced 
digital technologies
TC 07: Protection of artefacts and cultural goods from 
anthropogenic threats
TC 01: Public policies and indicators for well-being and sustainable 
development
TC 09: Return and readmission of irregular migrants in the EU



JOURNALISM AND COMMUNICATION SCIENCES: OPPORTUNITIES

CLUSTER 2
DESTINATION 1 - CALL 2: 
TOPIC 06: Media for democracy – democratic media
TOPIC 07: Politics and the impact of online social networks and new
media

CLUSTER 4
DT 6 – CL4: TC 06: Innovation for Media, including Extended Reality
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ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS: OPPORTUNITIES
CLUSTER 2
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DT 1 – CL 1: TC 02: Economic models and modern democracies
DT 2 – CL 1: TC 02: New ways of participatory management and sustainable 
financing of museums and other cultural institutions
TC 03: Cultural and creative industries as a driver of innovation and 
competitiveness
DT2 – CL 3: TC 05: Towards a competitive, fair and sustainable European music 
ecosystem
DT 3 – CL 2: TC 02: The impact of spacial mobility on European demographics, 
society, welfare system and labour market.
TC 10: Socio-economic effects of ageing societies

CLUSTER 4
DT2 – CL4: TC02: Innovative business models for circular value chains

CLUSTER 5: Improved economic methods for decision-making on climate 
and environmental policies

CLUSTER 1
DT2 – CL 2021: TC 03
DT4 – CL 2022: TC 04
DT6 – CL 2022: TC 03

CLUSTER 6
DT1 – CL2: TC 00



EDUCATION: OPPORTUNITIES

CLUSTER 2
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DT 1– CL 2: TC 04: Education for democracy
DT 3 – CL1: TC 04: Addressing poor learning outcomes in basic skills 
and early school leaving at national, regional and local level in Europe
TC 05: Integration of emerging new technologies into education and 
training
DT 3 – CL 2: TC 07: Conditions for the successful development of 
skills matched to needs

CLUSTER 4
DT 5 – CL4: TC 25: Training and Education on Quantum Technologies
DT 5 – CL4: TC 72: Education and skills for the EU space sector
DT 6 – CL4: TC 15: Extended Reality Learning – Engage and Interact

CLUSTER 1
DT 1 – CL 2021: TC 03

CLUSTER 6
DT7 – CL1: TC00: 
Education on bioeconomy



PSICOLOGY: OPPORTUNITIES

CLUSTER 2
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DESTINATION 2 – CALL 3:
TOPIC 03: The role of perceptions, formed by traditions, 
values and beliefs, in shaping European societies and politics 
in the 21st century
CLUSTER 1
DT3 – CL 2021: TC01 

CLUSTER 3
Disaster Resilient Society 2021: TC 02 and  
2022: TC 01

CLUSTER 5
DT 6 – CL2: TC06



ARTS AND CULTURAL HERITAGE: OPPORTUNITIES

CLUSTER 2
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DESTINATION 2 – CALL 1: Research and Innvoation on 
Cultural Heritage and CCIs (ALL TOPICS)
DESTINATION 2 – CALL 3: Research and Innovation on      
Cultural Heritage and CCIs (ALL TOPICS)

CLUSTER 3
Fight against trafficking in cultural goods CL 2021 
TC08

CLUSTER 4
DT6 – CL 4: TC21: Art-driven use experiments and 
design



HISTORY: OPPORTUNITIES
CLUSTER 2
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DT1 – CL1: TC 01: The future of liberal democracy in Europe
DT1 – CL1: TC 05: Politics and governance in a post-pandemic world
DT1 - CL2: TC 02: The future of democracy and civic participation
DT1 – CL2: TC 04: Education for democracy
DT1 – CL2: TC 05: Evolution of political extremism and its influence on 
contemporary social and political dialogue
DT1 – CL2: TC 08: Representative democracy in flux
DT 1 – CL2: TC 09: Global governance for a world in transition: Norms, 
institutions, actors 
DT2 – CL1: TC 01: Green technologies and materials for cultural heritage
DT2 – CL3: TC 03: The role of perceptions, formed by traditions, values and 
beliefs, in shaping European societies and politics in the 21st century
DT 2 – CL3: TC 04: Traditional crafts for the future: a new approach
DT3 – CL2: TC 02: The impact of spatial mobility on European demographics, 
society, welfare system and labour market
DT3 – CL2: TC 04: Decision-making processes of (aspiring) migrants



PHILOSOPHY: OPPORTUNITIES

CLUSTER 2
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DT1 – CL1: TC 01: The future of liberal democracy in Europe
DT1 – CL2: TC 01: Artificial intelligence, big data and democracy

CLUSTER 4
DT6 - CL4: TC 01: AI for human empowerment
DT6 – CL4: TC 16: Extended Reality Ethics, Interoperability and 
Impact



PHILOLOGY: TOPICS AND OPPORTUNITIES

CLUSTER 2
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DESTINATION 2 – CALL 3:
TOPIC 1: Safeguarding endangered languages in Europe



MUSICOLOGY: OPPORTUNITIES

CLUSTER 2
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DESTINATION 2 – CALL 3:
TOPIC 5: Towards a competitive, fair and sustainable European 
music ecosystem



EAST ASIAN STUDIES: TOPICS AND OPPORTUNITIES

CLUSTER 2
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DESTINATION 3 – CALL 2:
TOPIC 7: Upgrading Independent Knowledge on Contemporary 
China in Europe



GENDER STUDIES: OPPORTUNITIES

CLUSTER 2
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DESTINATION 1 – CALL 1:
TOPIC 3: Feminisms for a new age of democracy
DESTINATION 3 – CALL 2:
Gender and social, economic and cultural 
empowerment



03 HEU Programme level: 
Interdisciplinarity and SSH
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HORIZON EUROPE STRATEGIC PLAN: SSH CONTRIBUTION
“Interdisciplinarity and inclusion of Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH) aspects is a prerequisite for addressing a number of 
societal challenges, which are cross-cutting by nature and should be actively implemented throughout the whole research
programme”. 

“The challenges we are facing today are of such a nature that few can be addressed through one scientific discipline alone. 
Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH) are key to understanding the relationships between human behaviour and major 
global challenges, but also to the effectiveness of the solutions we propose to address them. For instance, SSH can contribute 
to our understanding of how best to engage with citizens in tackling pressing societal concerns such as climate change and the 
related need for adaptation, as well as how to exploit new technologies in a way that is focused on citizens’ needs and concerns. 

In addressing and understanding citizens’ expectations and preoccupations, SSH contributes substantially to strengthening 
society’s ability to embrace and drive change, whether economic, social, or technological or cultural, and thus to achieving many 
targeted impacts across the programme. Furthermore, SSH helps to better understand the socio-economic outcomes of 
research policy itself and to enhance its societal impact in the future. Finally, SSH is a key element in fostering the necessary 
behavioural change in a number of important areas, such as mobility i.e. achieving a socially acceptable, environmentally 
responsible and fair transition towards new modes of transport.” 

SSH SCIENTISTS MAY PARTICIPATE ACROSS THE HEU PROGRAMME
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HORIZON EUROPE: CROSS-CLUSTER COMPLEMENTARITY
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*Social Rights: Promotion of 
health and well-being of people 
* Improving innovative health 

care systems  
*Identify drivers of health 

diminishment 
*Ensuring preventive measures to 
stay healthier in an aging society 

* Develop better tools for 
diagnosis. 

* Find better treatments for 
diseases 

 

 

Cluster 1: 
Health and 
Wellbeing 

 
*Social Rights: Promotion of 

social cohesion, inclusiveness 
and resilience for well-being 
*Heath literacy and citizen 

empowerment with capacity 
building actions  

*Ensuring access to innovative, 
sustainable and high-quality 

health care 
*Ensuring ethical outcomes that 

are supported by society 
*Combat disinformation and fake 

news in healthcare 

Cluster 2: 
Culture, Creativity 

and Inclusive 
Society 



HORIZON EUROPE: CROSS-CLUSTER COMPLEMENTARITY
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* Support security for society, 
including security for cultural 
heritage from the operational 

point of view 
 

*R&I to develop tools for 
enhanced criminal investigation 
capabilities for law enforcement 
agencies to prevent criminal acts 

and mitigate their impacts, 
including cybercrime and violent 

radicalisation 
 

 

*Preventive aspect of protecting 
cultural heritage. 

 
*Analysing drivers behind violent 

political transformations, 
developing recommendations on 

how to address radicalisation 
from the angle of education and 

the trust in democratic processes 
and institutions 

Cluster 2: 
Culture, Creativity 

and Inclusive 
Society 

Cluster 3:
Civil Security 
for Society



HORIZON EUROPE: CROSS-CLUSTER COMPLEMENTARITY
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*Focus on the development and 
testing digital and industrial 

technologies. 
*Materials for the benefit of 

society. 
*Innovative practices for 

renovation in social housing 
*systemic approaches to make 

the most of the technologies 
within society and industry. 
*simulation approaches for 
complex socio-economic 

systems. 
 

 

*Focus on adopting existing and 
newly developed digital 

technologies for R&I in areas 
supporting the expected impacts: 

reinvigorate democratic 
governance, unfold full potential 

of cultural heritage, arts and 
cultural and creative sectors, 
foster social and economic 

resilience and sustainability and 
inclusive growth. 

 

Cluster 2: 
Culture, Creativity 

and Inclusive 
Society 

Cluster 4: 
Digital Industry 

and Space 

 



HORIZON EUROPE: CROSS-CLUSTER COMPLEMENTARITY
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*Delivering a just transition 
to climate-neutral, resource-

efficient, fair and resilient 
society and economy based 

on advanced climate 
science. 

*Develop pathways and 
responses to climate 

change, including 
behavioural transformations 

 
 
 

Cluster 5: 
Climate, Energy 

and Mobility 
 

*Contribute evidence on how 
to reach these results, based 

on study of societies and 
economies we live in, in 
terms of socio-economic 

transformations and related 
democratic processes and 
governance, education and 

training policies, social 
investment and welfare.  

Cluster 2: 
Culture, Creativity 

and Inclusive 
Society 



HORIZON EUROPE: CROSS-CLUSTER COMPLEMENTARITY
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*Foster a sustainable, 
balanced and inclusive 
development of rural, 

coastal and urban areas 
 

Cluster 6: 
Food, Bioeconomy, 
Natural Resources,  

Agriculture and 
Environment’ 

*Actions on cultural 
landscapes, cultural 
heritage protection, 
spatial inequalities, 

migration, demography 
and well-being 

Cluster 2: 
Culture, Creativity 

and Inclusive 
Society 



04 HEU Projects:
Cross-cutting issues
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HORIZON EUROPE: CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES
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Horizon 
Europe 
Project

OPEN 
SCIENCE

INTERSECTORALITY 

ETHICS AND 
INTEGRITY

GENDER 
PERSPECTIVE 

/ GENDER 
EQUALITY

INTERDISCIPLINARITY 
AND SSH

CITIZEN SCIENCE 
AND CO-CREATION

EXPLOITATION, 
IPR 

MANAGEMENT 
AND MARKET 

TAKEUP

DISSEMINATION, 
EDUCATION AND 

TRAINING



Thank you!

dulce.tienda@uab.cat
opi@uab.cat
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