
 

 

 

 

 
 

Ecofeminism and its Companions:  
Investigative Heuristics and the Gaze of the Researcher 

 
Instructors: Katharine N. Farrell 
ICTA (UAB) 2013 – PhD Seminar 
 

Political ecology is simultaneously a scholarly and an activist project, where the politics 
of knowledge production and the role of politics in shaping the ecologies of the planet is 
made visible and spoken. A consequence of this complex identity, as a field of enquiry 
and a space of political performance, is that the political ecology research is confronted 
with the challenge of considering not only the technical but also the political 
implications of the methods and analytics that they choose to use to conduct their 
research.  Making this scholarly/political choice visible is one of the performative 
objectives of ecofeminism.  Using the practice and principles of ecofeminism as an 
entry point, this seminar will present students with basic descriptions of a selection of 
approaches to political ecology research/activism, and will provide a discursive space 
for exploring both the technical and the ethico-political implications of the researcher's 
choices about how they fix their gaze on the study objects and performative political 
spaces of their research. The main learning objective is that students gain the ability to 
critically assess both the technical and the political implications of the analytical frames 
and empirical methods that they choose to use in their research. 

 
Schedule 

 
Block I: opening up Pandora's Box 
 
 
Thurs. 18. April: Heuristics and the Gaze: the problematique of normative 
environmental research 
 
14:00‐16:00 (2 Hours ‐ lecture and review of the readings circulated before the 
lecture) 
 
16:30‐18:30 (2 Hours ‐ discussion and exercises) 
 
Fri. 19. April: Exploring Alternatives: ecofeminism; critical theory, panarchy and 
action research 



 

 

 

 

 
 
10:00 ‐ 12:00 (2 Hours ‐ lecture) 
 
12.30 ‐ 13.30 (1 Hours review of the readings circulated before the lecture) 
 
14:30 ‐ 16:00 (1,5 Hours ‐ discussion and exercises) 
 
Mon. 22. April: Choosing a Place to Stand: principles and practices for 
deciding what gaze to employ  
 
10:00 ‐ 12:00 (2 Hours ‐ lecture) 
 
12.30 ‐ 13.30 (1 Hours review of the readings circulated before the lecture) 
 
14:30 ‐ 16:00 (1,5 Hours ‐ discussion and exercises) 
 
 
Block II: reflections 
 
Fri. 17 May: Workshop: presentations of selected positions, discussion of 
strategies, peer review and feedback 
 
14:00‐17:00 (3 Hours ‐ workshop format ‐ maximum 6 presenters) 
 

 
Where: 
 Edifici: C ‐ Facultat Ciències i Biociències 
C5B/009 Seminari  
 

More information: giacomo_dalisa@yahoo.it  

  


