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BARCELONA CITY PLANNING & ARCHITECTURE
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Course contact hours: 45
Recommended credits: 6 ECTS — 3 US credits

OBJECTIVES

This course aims to explain the history and evolution of the City of Barcelona from its
foundation by the Romans in the year 20 BC to the present day politics of the City Hall.
The perspectives used will be those of Urbanism, political interventions in the city and
urban sociology. Architecture will also be treated during the presentations but will not be
one of the most important elements during the semester.

As well as studying the evolution of the City of Barcelona students will compare this
Mediterranean City to other realities like the Baroque capitals: Madrid, Paris, London or
Moscow; or the business centers linked to a port like New York or Singapore. Last but not
least, we will cover the evolution of the modern, informal urban centers in developing
countries.

REQUIREMENTS

Fluent English

LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. To describe the most important traits of any Western city.

2. Understand and identify the characteristics of each type of urbanism studied in class.

3. Analyze the intentions of some urban interventions and the risks implicit in them.

4. Understand the evolution of Western cities and how planners, adapted or not to social
and economic changes.

5. Be able to read and fully understand any document on the planning of Barcelona.
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CONTENTS

The Foundation of Barcelona

The Medieval City

La Ciutadella and la Barceloneta
Modern Urbanism

L’Eixample

The Expo of 1888 and the Expansion of 1897
Modernism and the Expo of 1929
Republic and Civil War

Francisco Franco and Planning
Transition to Democracy and the PGM
The Olympics

After the Olympics, 1992-2004
Barcelona since 2004

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

Classes will be conducted in lecture format. Lectures start by explaining the topics
covered in the session and why they are relevant. They are interactive from the start and
individual student participation is encouraged. Lectures are combined with group
exercises with the aim of consolidating the knowledge acquired during the lecture.

The last part of the semester will be fully articulated through presentations. It is therefore
important that not only the students presenting, but also those listening, are fully aware of
the materials used.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

Mid-term exam: 30%
Test: 30%
Presentations: 10%
Participation: 10%
Class Activity: 10%
Final exam: 10%
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