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decontaminant
gluteral-
dehyde

Peroxide/
Peracetic 

acid/
acetic acid

chlorine
dioxide

chlorine Iodophor alcohol Phenolic
Quaternary
ammonium
compounds

Classification Sterilant Sterilant Sterilant
High 
Level

Inter-
mediate

Inter-
mediate

Inter-
mediate

Low Level

Parameters for use:

Concentration 2% 1%
1:5:1/100-
1000 ppm

0.01-5% 0.5-2.5% 70-85% 0.2-3% 0.1-2%

Contact time (min.) 10-600 10-720 10-600 10-30 10-30 10-30 10-30 10-30

Stability > 1 week (1) + + + + + +

Agents:

Bacterial Endospores + + + +/-

Naked Viruses + + + + +/- (2) +/- (2) +/- (2)

Mycobacterium + + + + + + +

Vegetative Bacteria + + + + + + + +

Enveloped Viruses + + + + + + + +

Characteristics:

Inactivated by 
Organics

+ + + + +/- +

Residual + + + +/- + +

Corrosive + + + +

Flammable +

Skin Irritant + + + + + +

Eye Irritant + + + + + + +

Respiratory Irritant + + + + + + +/-

Toxic + + + + + + + +

Use in BSCs:

Routine Surface 
Decon

+/- + + +

Biohazardous Spill +/- + +/- + + +/-

(1) Protected from light and air     
(2) Results vary depending on the virus       

Table 3. Decontaminants Table

+    Effective
+/-   Limited effectiveness

Ineffective


