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Letter from the director 

Dear friends, 

We are pleased to send you our activity 

report 2018, which includes the activities 

of the Wassu–UAB Foundation, focused on 

the study and prevention of Female Geni-

tal Mutilation (FGM) and the care of its 

consequences. 

In this globalized world, the arrival of    

families from diverse geographical, histori-

cal and cultural environments, confronts 

us to become aware of a new social identi-

ty, with challenges that transcend the pu-

rely welfare or legal framework. FGM is a 

traditional ancestral practice that can lead 

to health consequences and complications 

throughout the life cycle of women and gi-

rls. It brings together the violation of hu-

man rights, the need for a cross-cultural 

approach and the moral commitment to 

abandon it. 

This is the meaning and feeling of the 

Wassu Foundation of the Autonomous Uni-

versity of Barcelona, which houses the 

Transnational Observatory for research ap-

plied to the transfer of knowledge. 

Our goal, transversal to all the activities 

that we implemented this 2018, was to 

share knowledge and experiences, open 

dialogue and joint reflection to involve 

everyone in the care of women and girls. 

We open and close this year 2018, with 

two events on very significant dates: on 

the one hand, the II International Forum 

on FGM in the Gambia, on February 5th 

and 6th, International Day of Zero         

Tolerance with Female Genital Mutilation. 

To close, the International Forum on FGM 

in Barcelona, from November 19th to 21st, 

on the occasion of the International Day 

for the Elimination of Violence against Wo-

men (November 25th). 

In addition, we celebrated the 20 years 

from the creation of the Preventive    

Commitment, a document designed so 

that families traveling on vacation to their 

countries of origin, where FGM is carried 

out, can use it as a support element in 

their decision not to submit their daugh-

ters to this practice Also, we published the 

Informe de evaluación del modelo de ac-

tuación de la Generalitat de Cataluña 

(2002-2018) (Evaluation Report on the Ac-

tion Model of the Generalitat of Catalonia), 

and we expanded our research field to   

Senegal. 

At internal level, we are looking for ways 

to modernize and improve the way we 

work. That is why we created the Youth 

Action Group for the prevention of FGM, 

with girls and boys with motivation and 

commitment, who refresh our vision and 

broaden the topics we can address with 

young people. 

Finally, we want to thank our partners, do-

nors, collaborators and funders, since    

without their support, our work would not 

be possible 

 

Adriana Kaplan Marcusán 

Chair of Knowledge Transfer 

Executive Director  

Wassu Foundation 

Autonomous University ofBarcelona 

Adriana.kaplan@uab.cat 

mgf.uab.cat  

https://mgf.uab.cat/esp/index.html
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Who we are 

Wassu Foundation Board:  

President 

• Margarita Arboix Arzo                           

Rector                                                 

Autonomous University of Barcelona 

(UAB) 

Secretary 

• Maria Rosa Català Fernández                  

Legal and  HH.RR. Director              

UAB Corporation 

Members 

• Adriana Kaplan Marcusán                    

Autonomous University of Barcelona 

• Carlos Sánchez Lancis                       

Vice-Rector for Institutional          

Relations and Culture 

• Armand Sánchez Bonastre                  

Vice-Rector for Research             

and Transfer 

• Màrius Martínez Muñoz                      

Vice-Rector for International         

Relations  

• Javier Lafuente Sancho                     

Director  of the UAB Research Park 

• Louis Lemkow Zetterling                 

Autonomous University of Barcelona 

• Josep Maria Trepat Dessy                

Association Wassu Gambia Kafo 

• Montserrat Solsona Roca                  

Association Wassu Gambia Kafo 

 

 

Wassu-UAB Foundation (FW) 

Team: 

• Adriana Kaplan Marcusán 

 Executive Director 

• Marie-Alix Le Charles                           

Financial Coordinator  

• Neus Aliaga Figueras                           

Project Coordinator 

• Nora Salas Seoane 

 Technical Coordinadora 

• Júlia Perarnau Moles                           

Research Support 

• Carolina Álvarez Rossat                       

Communications 

Interdisciplinary Group for 

the Prevention and Study of 

Harmful Traditional Practices 

(IGPS/HTP): 

• Aina Mangas 

• Anna Moyà 

• Lourdes Franco 

• Tamara Jiménez 

• Anna Aguilar 

• Isabel González 

• Mª Helena Bedoya 
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Youth Action Group for the 

prevention of FGM in          

Catalonia: 

• Mariama Jallow 

• Kumba Jallow  

• Hujeji Manneh 

• Masirent Drame 

 

Wassu Gambia Kafo (WGK) 

• Álvaro Muñoz Mayordomo                    

General Manager 

• Antonio Martínez Santaella 

 Finance & Administration Coordinator 

• Katia Rodríguez                                   

Project Coordinator 

• Rocío Ortiz González 

 Activities Coordinator 

• Alhagie Sarr 

 Finance & Administration Coordinator 

• Ramatoulie Drammeh                          

Accounts assistant  

• Mam Menegeh                             

 Trainer 

• Segga Sanyang                                   

Trainer 

• Kemo Fatty 

 Trainer 

• Seedy Kongira                                   

Sensitization staff 

• Borja López                                        

Intern — Hegoa 

• Sara Mañero 

 Intern — U. Edimburgo 

• Fatou Nyang                                     

Assistant  

• Dodou Secka                                   

Logistics 

• Momodou Bojang                              

Security 

 

 FW-WGK Collaborators 

• Jordi Tomàs Aguilera                                      

Anthropologist 

• Antonio López Gay                               

Demographer 

• Bintou Kebbeh                                    

Sensitization staff 

• Momodou Kongira 

 Sensitization staff 

• Laura Muñoz 

 Biostatistician  
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The Wassu-UAB Foundation  is an 

international scientific organization 

that acts for the prevention of Female 

Genital Mutilation (FGM) through ant-

hropological and medical research, 

applied to the transfer of knowledge.   

As a main contribution, the Wassu-

UAB Foundation houses the Trans-

national Observatory for Applied 

Research to new strategies for 

the prevention of FGM, which has 

two research and transfer centers:  

We learn 

from diversity 

and 

create synergies. 

Vision 

Improve the living conditions of wo-

men and girls, as well as maternal 

and child health, recognizing their 

right to integrity and personal 

freedom, in a condition of social 

equality.  

Mission 

Implement a scientific methodology 

and transfer knowledge to promote 

social and cultural changes, focusing 

on the abandonment of FGM in Africa 

and in the diaspora.  

What we do 

Valores  

Respect, collaboration, commitment, 

excellence, dignity, equity, sustaina-

bility, justice. 

In Spain, the 

Interdisciplinary 

Group for the  

Prevention and 

Study of Harmful Traditional Practices 

(IGPS/HTP) del of the Department of 

Social and Cultural Anthropology of 

the Autonomous University of Barce-

lona (UAB). 

In The Gambia, Wassu 

Gambia Kafo (WGK), ON-

local NGO that promotes 

development cooperation 

between the Republic of the Gambia 

and Spain in the areas of health, re-

search and education. 



9  

 

How we work 

General Strategic  

Lines: 

 

 

 

Preventive and  

care  

intervention 

 

 

 

Applied  

research 

 

 

 

Knowledge  

transfer 

 

 

 

Training and  

awareness 

In FW we have been working with 

passion and commitment for 30 

years to protect, care, accompany 

and empower women, girls and com-

munities from countries where FGM 

is practiced. 

We have developed a pioneering 

methodology based on applied re-

search on the sociocultural reality of 

FGM and its consequences on health. 

With a culturally respectful ap-

proach, we transfer this knowledge 

to key social agents so that they and 

they can transfer it to society. Our 

methodology is: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. Scientific: we carry out applied, 

qualitative and quantitative re-

search. 

. Respectful: we value the social 

and cultural elements of the practi-

ce, promoting an alternative rite of 

passage, "Initiation without mutila-

tion." 

. Sustainable: We transfer knowled-

ge to key agents, empowering them 

to be the ones who sensitize and 

promote a positive attitude change. 

. Holistic: we promote the abandon-

ment of FGM by creating the condi-

tions for women and girls suffering 

from its consequences to receive 

quality medical care. 
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SOCIAL IMPACT 
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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as axes 

of our actions: 

Ensure  healthy lives and promote 

well-being for all at all ages  

Targets to which we contribute: 

• 3.1  By 2030, reduce the global 

maternal mortality ratio to less 

than 70 per 100,000 live births.  

• 3.2  By 2030, end preventable 

deaths of newborns and children 

under 5 years of age, with all 

countries aiming to reduce neo-

natal mortality to at least as low 

as 12 per 1,000 live births and 

under-5 mortality to at least as 

low as 25 per 1,000 live births. 

• 3.7  By 2030, ensure universal 

access to sexual and reproducti-

ve health-care services, including 

for family planning, information 

and education, and the integra-

tion of reproductive health into 

national strategies and program-

mes. 

Achieve gender equality and em-

power all women and girls 

Targets to which we contribute: 

• 5.1  End all forms of discrimination 

against all women and girls everywhe-

re.  

• 5.3  Eliminate all harmful practices, 

such as child, early and forced marria-

ge and female genital mutilation. 

• 5.6  Ensure universal access to sexual 

and reproductive health and reproduc-

tive rights as agreed in accordance 

with the Programme of Action of the 

International Conference on Population 

and Development and the Beijing Plat-

form for Action and the outcome docu-

ments of their review conferences. 
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OUR PERFORMANCE IN FIGURES 
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Projects and collaborations 

SPAIN 

 

 

. MAP-FGM— Multisectoral Acade-

mic Programme to prevent and 

combat Female Genital Mutilation 

Funder: European Comission — 

Rights, Equality and Citizenship Pro-

gramme 

 

. CHAT – Changing Attitude. 

Fostering dialogue to prevent FGM  

Funder: European Comission — 

Rights, Equality and Citizenship Pro-

gramme 

 

. Empowering with knowledge for 

the prevention and care of Female 

Genital Mutilation (FGM) in Cata-

lonia 

Funder: Fundación Bancaria “la Caixa” 
— Programa de Interculturalidad y Ac-
ción Social, IAS (Interculturality and 
Social Action Programme)  

 

. B-Value Programme  

Funder: Fundación Ship2B y Funda-

ción Banco Sabadell 

 

. Empowering with knowledge: 

prevention and care of female ge-

nital mutilation in Spain  

Funder: Ministerio de Trabajo, Migra-

ciones y Seguridad Social,              

MITRAMISS (Ministry of Labor, Migra-

tion and Social Security) 

 

. Youth Guarantee Programme 

Funder: European Union — European 
social fund. Managed by the Servei 
Públic d’Ocupació de Catalunya, SOC 
(Public Occupation Service of         
Catalonia)  
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THE 

GAMBIA 

 

. Evidence into Action: Applied 

Research and Knowledge Trans-

fer for Management and Preven-

tion of Female Genital Mutilation/

Cutting (FGM/C) in The Gambia  

Funder: Delegation of the European 

Union in the Gambia 

 

. Training of key health agents 

for the prevention of FGM and the 

care of its consequences in The 

Gambia 

Funder: Ayuntamiento de Sabadell – 

Cooperació i Relacions Internacio-

nals, Regidoria de Drets Civils i Ciu-

tadania (Sabadell City Council) 

 

 

. Know to Act X  

Funder: Diputación Foral de Álava, 

DFA (Provincial Council of Alava) 

 

. Improvement of the quality of 

FGM training at the University of 

Gambia and identification of new 

lines of research for prevention 

Funder: Fundació Autònoma Soli-

dària, FAS (Solidarity Autonomous 

Foundation) 
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Circularity: 

SPAIN—THE GAMBIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. Empowerment and incidence for 

the prevention of Female Genital 

Mutilation in Gambian               

communities 

Funder: Agència Catalana de Coopera-

ció al Desenvolupament, ACCD (Catalan 

Agency for Development Cooperation)  

 

. Challenges and opportunities 

from roots: perceptions of tradi-

tional midwives and awareness 

of female genital mutilation in 

the new legal framework that 

prohibits practice in the Gambia 

Funder:  Managed by the Fons Català 
de Cooperació al Desenvolupament, 
FCCD (Catalan Development Coopera-
tion Fund) 

City Councils: Santa Coloma de Gra-

menet, Sant Boi de Llobregat, Alella, 

Sentmenat, Valls, l’Hospitalet de Llo-

bregat, Castellbisbal, Celrà, Mataró.  

 

. Cascade empowerment for the 

prevention and care of Female 

Genital Mutilation in Gambian 

communities: between origin and 

destination 

Funder:  Agència Catalana de Coope-

ració al Desenvolupament, ACCD 

(Catalan Agency for Development Coo-

peration)  
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SENEGAL 

 

 

. Generating and disseminating 

knowledge about Female Genital 

Mutilation in the Casamance re-

gion, Senegal 

Funder: Agència Catalana de Coopera-

ció al Desenvolupament, ACCD 

(Catalan Agency for Development 

Cooperation)  

 

. Female Genital Mutilation:       

Ritual and Identity in Casamance 

(Senegal) 

Funder: Agencia Vasca de Coopera-

ción, AVCD (Basque Agency of Coope-

ration)  
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KNOWLEDGE  

TRANSFER 
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International Forum Organization 

II International Forum on FGM/C in the 

Gambia:  

Exploring strategies and good practic-

es. From local to global – Evidence into 

action  

5-6th February, 2018. Brufut, Gambia 

 

45 speakers and 

chairpersosn 

305 attendants 

7 panels 

1 video forum 

MGF International Forum: 

Exploring strategies and good prac-

tices - From local to global 

19th-21st November, 2018. Barcelo-

na, Spain. 

 

70 speakers and chairpersosn 

164 attendants 

9 panels 

2 conferences 

1 discussion table 

and 1 video forum 
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Participation in forums, congresses, conferen-

ces and seminars: 

 

5th Implementation and Monitoring Committee Meeting on FGM. Barcelona, 

Spain. 

 

 "III International Congress on Gender, Ethics and Care: making violence 

against women visible during pregnancy". Alicante, Spain. 

 

Female Genital Mutilation: the phenomenon in Italy and Europe. Sharing 

Perspectives among political institutions, civil society and private sector. 

Roma, Italy. 

 

2nd International Expert Meeting on Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting: 

Sharing data and experiences, improving collaboration. Montreal, Canada. 
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Communications 

Media 

10  
Mentions in  

written press. 

 

5 
Declarations on 

radio programs. 

 

Social networks 

This year we open up to social networks to gradually create contacts and fo-

llowers that allow us to spread our work more, collect opinions, receive sug-

gestions and ideas to rethink and analyze the way we make ourselves known. 

YouTube: Fundación Wassu-UAB 

48 subscribers and 14.742 visualizations  

 

Fundación Wassu /

Wassu Gambia Kafo 

@FundacionWassu 

227 Fans 

269 Likes 

 

Fundación Wassu /

Wassu Gambia Kafo 

@FundacionWassu 

174 Followers 

361 Likes y 138 retweets 

63  
Mentions in 

online media. 

 

7 
Mentions and/or 

interviews on TV 

programs. 



23  

 

Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

Global Woman Awards 2018: 

Advocacy 

 

Institution:  

Global Women P.E.A.C.E. Foundation, 

George Washington University 

Awarded to:  

Adriana Kaplan Marcusán 

Teaming Sant Cugat 2018 

 

Institution:  

Sant Cugat City Council 

Awarded to:  

Wassu-UAB Foundation 

Receives: 

Neus Aliaga, Project Coordinator 
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Publications 

 

TOMÀS, J.; KAPLAN, A.; LE CHARLES, M. (2018). "Female Genital Mutilation/

Cutting in Basse-Casamance (Senegal): Multiple voices from a plural 

south"*, in Journal of the Anthropological Society of Oxford - online, New Series, 

Vol. X, nº 2, 2018:157- 179. [*Entregado 2018. Aprobado para publicación en Enero, 

2019].  

 

KAPLAN, Adriana (2018). Surveys on knowledge, attitudes and practices of FGM in 

The Gambia. In: CARVALHO, Clara; FALCÃO, Ricardo & PATRÍCIO, Marta /eds./ Fe-

male Genital Mutilation / Cutting: Institutional Integrated Responses (pp. 193-198). 

Lisbon, Portugal: ISCTE-IUL  

 

KAPLAN, Adriana (2018). Inquéritos sobre conhecimento, atitudes e práticas 

de MGF na Gâmbia. Em: CARVALHO, Clara; FALCÃO, Ricardo & PATRÍCIO, Marta /

eds./, Corte / Mutilação Genital Feminina: Respostas institucionais integradas (pp. 

35-40). Lisbon, Portugal: ISCTE-IUL 

 

JOHANSEN, E.; ZIYADA, M.; SHELL-DUNCAN, B.; KAPLAN, A.; LEYE, E. (2018). 

"Health sector involvement in the management of female genital mutila-

tion/cutting in 30 countries". En BMC Health Services Research 2018 18:240  

 

Grupo Interdisciplinar para la Prevención y el Estudio de Prácticas Tradicionales Per-

judiciales (GIPE/PTP)(2018). Mutilación Genital Femenina: Informe del modelo 

de actuación de la Generalitat de Cataluña (2002 - 2011). Bellaterra, Spain: 

Fundación Wassu-UAB  
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Networking 
EIGE members; Vice President of the 

Gambia; Minister of Health and Social 

Welfare and legislators of the National 

Assembly of the Government of the 

Gambia; EU Ambassador to the Gambia; 

British Commission; UNFPA; Cuban me-

dical mission; university authorities in 

Gambia and Senegal; Ambassador of 

the Gambia in Spain; Spanish develop-

ment cooperation agencies; representa-

tives of health entities in Catalonia; 

president of the Institut Català de les 

Dones; mayors and councilors of muni-

cipalities in Spain; Government Delega-

tions; Civil society organizations; re-

searchers from study centers; various 

diplomatic delegations. 

+60  
INSTITUTIONAL  

MEETINGS WITH: 

Internships & volunteering 

 Institution Date and place 

Student of the Master  in 

Research Methods in    

Social Sciences  

School of Social and Political 

Sciences, Edinburg University 

November 2017 —    

May 2018, The Gambia 

Undergraduate Student in 

Social and Cultural      

Anthropology 

Dpt. of Social and Cultural 

Anthropology, UAB 

March — June 2018, 

Spain 

2 professionals International Volunteer Pro-

gram, Obra Social “la Caixa” 

August 2018, 

The Gambia 

Student of Official Master 

in Development and Inter-

national Cooperation 

Hegoa, University of the    

Basque Country 

September 2018 — 

March 2019,           

The Gambia 

“It was a transformative experience, change your priori-

ties and the way you look at the world”.  Cristina Rubio, 

“la Caixa” international volunteer. 
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ECONOMIC 

INFORMATION 
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Wassu-UAB  

Foundation 

 

Montserrat Sagarra Fitó 

ROAC N° 12.236 

 

Ministerio de Trabajo, Migraciones y 

Seguridad Social, MITRAMISS 

(Ministry of Labor, Migration and So-

cial Security):  

Audit of the project Empowering with 

knowledge: prevention and care of Fe-

male Genital Mutilation in Spain.  

Wassu Gambia Kafo 

 

AA & Company Gambia Limited 

 

 

Micro Assessment: UNICEF y 

UNFPA 

 

Evaluation: Fundación Bancaria “la 

Caixa” 

Fund accounting 

GRANTS                                                                                             224.915,55€  

Ministry of Labor, Migration and Social Security 

(MITRAMISS) 

59.553,59 € 

Catalan Agency for Development Cooperation 
(ACCD), Gambia 

99.639,51 € 

Catalan Fund for Development Cooperation PR3039 
(FCCD) 

61.192,86 € 
(2017-2019) 

Catalan Fund for Development Cooperation PR3160 
(FCCD) 

4.529,59 € 

Audits 

Photo by: Julien Harneis on Visualhunt.com CC-BY-SA 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/julien_harneis/4372781194/
https://visualhunt.com
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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SPECIFIC AGREEMENTS: International Forum on FGM in Barcelona             

Barcelona City Council 6.784,32 € 

Official College of Doctors of Girona (COMG) 1.000,00 € 

Obra Social “la Caixa” 5.000,00 € 

Catalan Women's Institute (ICD) 1.197,90€ 

AWARDS                                                              

Teaming Sant Cugat 1.555,80 € 

MINOR CONTRACTS  

Santa Coloma de Gramenet City Council — Department 

of Public Health and Humanitarian Action 

2.480,50 € 

Catalan Health Institute (ICS) 1.331,00 € 

COLLABORATION AGREEMENTS 

Sabadell City Council — Area of Cooperation 6.000,00 € 

DONATIONS                                                                        4.792,45€ 
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