INTRODUCTION

In addition to a re-examination of
methodology and assessment sys-
tems, the process of adapting a
course to the European Higher
Education Area (EHEA) often
involves redefining the content of
the various subjects.

This paper presents an example of
how various conditioning factors,
including the diversity of student
profiles and the need for bimodal
course organisation, led us to create
new computer-based educational
material.

Specifically, we developed an inter-
active portal that offers educational
materials, audiovisual content and a
self-assessment tool.

Many of the methods used under
the European Credit Transfer
System involve information and
communication technologies (ICTs)
and, in particular, specific platforms
for teaching a subject.

These technologies offer major
advantages, such as blended learn-
ing, that is, the combination of face-
to-face and distance learning. Under
such a system, the support of high-
quality material allows students to
work independently.
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Because it implies transformations in
many areas — degrees offered, syllabuses,
subjects and, especially, the conception of
the new curriculum — the European con-
vergence process presents a challenge to
all universities. The process abandons the
traditional conception based on the num-
ber of classroom hours in favour of a new
conception based on student learning and
a new method for calculating the work-
load.

This paper discusses the methodological
experimentation carried out in Latin and
Classical Culture, a compulsory subject in
the first year of the Humanities degree.

We decided to re-examine the conception
of this subject for several reasons:

1) A new syllabus for the Humanities
degree was introduced for the 2002/03
academic year.

2) Under the previous Humanities syl-
labus, Latin Language and Greek and
Latin Literature were two separate sub-
jects. Under the new syllabus, these two
subjects have been combined into a sin-
gle core subject: Classical Latin and
Culture.

3) Due to the cross-curricular nature and
admissions conditions of the Humanities
degree, the students taking this subject
come from a range of academic back-
grounds:

a) Students with a Humanities high-
school diploma. This group's edu-
cation is closely related to the con-
tent of the subject.

b) Students with a Social Sciences
high-school diploma. These stu-
dents have little or no knowledge of
the Greco-Roman world.
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¢) Students who took the entrance
exam for over 25s. On the whole,
this group is more mature and has
greater general knowledge, but
lacks specific knowledge on the
subject. In the past two years, this
group has grown significantly.

d) Students who hold a university
degree in the humanities or the sci-
ences. This group is admitted to the
second cycle but is required to take
this subject as additional training.

4) The subjects must be taught using
blended learning in order to attract the
interest of people in employment who
cannot attend a course based solely on
face-to-face learning, but who refuse to
resign themselves to a course based
entirely on distance learning. The
Humanities degree is one of the most
popular courses among students in this
situation.

5) We need to design and offer education-
al support materials (illustrations, plans,
maps, etc) that are hard to provide in high
quality without using computers.

During the 2002/03 academic year, we
applied for a UAB educational-innovation
grant and began developing educational
materials to be made available through the
Virtual Campus.

In March 2004, the Catalan Ministry of
Universities, Research and the
Information Society (DURSI) invited
Catalan universities to adapt some of their
degree programmes to the future
European model while maintaining their
current syllabuses Under this Pilot Plan,
each university created undergraduate
degrees that were recognised and sup-
ported by the DURSI. The Faculty of
Philosophy and Arts decided to adapt two
courses: Geography and Humanities.

This decision led to the second major re-
examination of the subject. In this case, in
addition to developing educational materi-
als for blended learning, we considered
new learning-assessment systems. Thanks
to a grant from the Catalan Agency for
Administration of University and Research
Grants (2005MQD 00208), we were able
to implement a new project that went
beyond developing new interactive materi-
als by promoting self-learning, self-assess-
ment and distance tutorials. We created
an interactive portal where the content
covered in class is recorded. Selected texts
(with translations and comments) that are
representative of each writer's style are
included in order to illustrate the author's
approach to literary creation. Audiovisual
support materials (images, CDs, etc.) are
also provided. There is an objective test
after each section so that students may
self-assess their learning at any time.

As we designed this website, we asked
ourselves what skills we wanted to assess
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for this subject. The teaching staff decided
to maintain the continuous assessment
system based on objective tests and
essays, and also to introduce, for the first
time, an assessment system based on
learning portfolios.

At the beginning of the academic year, stu-
dents are asked to choose from a list of
topics related to classical tradition. They
are required to write an individual paper
on the topic by the end of the academic
year. The lecturer acts as a tutor through-
out the course of the year, continually
monitoring the student's progress.
Because several students may choose the
same topic, the lecturer proposes different
ways of approaching the project. Students
writing on the same topic must work
together to develop a joint final presenta-
tion. This project provides an opportunity
to better assess the students' cross-curric-
ular skills: analysis and synthesis, written
expression, interpersonal skills, team
management, oral expression, etc. This
project, which accounts for 40% of the
final mark for the subject, cultivates a
cross-curricular outlook by compelling
students to work with a range of content,
including ancient history, literature, art
and computing. The website for the sub-
ject provides information on how to write
the paper and how cross-curricular skills
are assessed.

Students enrolled in the subject this year
have had access to this platform. We hope
that it has improved both our teaching
strategies and the students' education.

As pioneers in adaptation to the EHEA, we
would like to tell the entire campus com-
munity that this process is worthwhile. It
has forced us to re-examine the type of
student we train, the content we offer and
the skills we expect upon completion of
the course. Despite the many uncertain-
ties that have vexed us throughout the
pilot programme, which was introduced in
2004/05 and will finish in 2006/07, we
believe that this reflection process is worth
the effort.
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