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Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites.

Objectives and Contextualisation

The course aims to be an introduction to the application of the concept of sustainability or sustainable
development in the world of tourism. The analysis will address the principles of sustainable tourism and its
practical application both from the point of view of tourism destinations and tourism companies.

One of the basic objectives will be to know the main instruments of environmental management and
sustainability in the tourism sector.

Competences

Adequately convey information verbally, written and graphic, including the use of new communication
and information technologies.
Analyze and use information critically.
Demonstrate adequate knowledge and use the tools and concepts of the most relevant social science
environment.
Demonstrate concern for quality and praxis.
Demonstrate initiative and adapt to new situations and problems.
Develop analysis and synthesis strategies regarding the environmental implications of industrial
processes and urban management
Quickly apply the knowledge and skills in the various fields involved in environmental issues, providing
innovative proposals.
Teaming developing personal values regarding social skills and teamwork.
Work autonomously

Learning Outcomes

Adequately convey information verbally, written and graphic, including the use of new communication
and information technologies.
Analyze and interpret environmental problems for territorial planning.

Analyze and interpret environmental problems to deepen the territorial diagnosis and the changes to the
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Analyze and interpret environmental problems to deepen the territorial diagnosis and the changes to the
landscape.
Analyze and synthesize the environmental implications of planning and land management.
Analyze and use information critically.
Demonstrate concern for quality and praxis.
Demonstrate initiative and adapt to new situations and problems.
Identify geographic processes in the environmental surroundings and to value properly and originally.
Know and apply the most relevant methodologies in the planning.
Know the main territorial and landscape dynamics in Catalonia and Spain.
Rate changes the landscape through spatial relationships on different territorial stairs through the
relationships between nature and society.
Recognize and explain the spatial relationships at different territorial stairs, physical, economic, social
and cultural diversity of the territories.
Teaming developing personal values regarding social skills and teamwork.
Undertake spatial relationships on different territorial stairs through the relationships between nature
and society in the field of territorial planning.
Work autonomously

Content

1.- Background on tourism and sustainability

2.- Tourism and the environment, a contradictory relationship

- The case of tourism and climate change

- The case of ecotourism

3.- Management tools for more sustainable tourism

- Management of the public use and the carrying capacity in natural areas

- Tools for planning and measuring tourism in destinations

- Sustainability and environmental certification systems for tourism companies

Methodology

The contents of the course will be developed through the following activities:

- Follow up on the topics covered in the course (reading and studying the materials that make up the notes of
the course).

- Reading books and articles as a complement to the notes (some of them available at Virtual Campus).

- Elaboration of assignments, with the tutoring of the professor.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Classroom activities 18 0.72 3, 2, 4, 5, 9, 10, 7, 6, 14, 8, 12, 1, 15, 13, 11

Classroom practical activities 7 0.28 3, 2, 4, 5, 9, 10, 7, 6, 14, 8, 12, 1, 15, 13, 11

Type: Supervised
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Tutorials 5 0.2 3, 2, 4, 5, 9, 10, 7, 6, 14, 8, 12, 1, 15, 13, 11

Type: Autonomous

Practical assignments 20 0.8 3, 2, 4, 5, 9, 10, 7, 6, 14, 8, 12, 1, 15, 13, 11

Study 23 0.92 3, 2, 4, 5, 9, 10, 7, 6, 14, 8, 12, 1, 15, 13, 11

Assessment

The assessment of the course will consist of doing an exam that will evaluate the theoretical contents of the
course and will count 50% of the final note, and of two practical / applied assignments (one of them realized
individually, while the other in group), which will count the remaining 50% of the final grade.

In order to be able to make the average mark and pass the course, it is mandatory that each one of the parts
evaluated has obtained a mark greater than 4 out of 10. In the case of the exam, it must be done again on the
final exam. Practical work is not able to be repeated. To participate in the recovery the students must have
been previously evaluated in a set of activities whose weight equals to a minimum of 2/3 of the total grade of
the course.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Exam 50% 2 0.08 3, 2, 4, 5, 9, 10, 6, 14, 8, 12, 1, 15, 11

Practical assignment 1 25 % 0 0 3, 2, 4, 5, 9, 10, 7, 6, 14, 8, 12, 1, 15, 13, 11

Practical assignment 2 25 % 0 0 3, 2, 4, 5, 9, 10, 7, 6, 14, 8, 12, 1, 15, 13, 11
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